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Over 
a barrel

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in Toronto on Tuesday after his government announced it would be buying the Trans Mountain pipeline from Kinder Morgan. MARTA IWANEK/THE CANADIAN
PRESS

In a major political gamble,
Trudeau government
buys the Trans Mountain
pipeline from Kinder Morgan
for $4.5-billion

The Trudeau government is taking an extraordin-
ary step in its push to ship more oil sands crude to
global markets and will buy the Trans Mountain
pipeline from Kinder Morgan for $4.5-billion after
the company lost interest in an expansion project
beset by fierce opposition from environmentalists,
Indigenous groups and the B.C. government.

This move – which amounts to a nationalization
of what Ottawa considers a critical-infrastructure
project – came after Kinder Morgan signalled it
wanted to walk away from plans to expand the
existing pipeline between Edmonton and Burnaby,
B.C., even though the Liberal cabinet had earlier
offered to indemnify it against financial losses.

It is the largest federal government intervention
since 2009, when Ottawa joined the Ontario gov-
ernment to advance more than $13.3-billion to help
keep Chrysler and General Motors afloat. Back
then, however, a larger financial crisis was playing
out.

DEAL, A7

THE DEAL

Trans Mountain purchase is
largest federal government
intervention since auto bailout 

STEVEN CHASE OTTAWA
KELLY CRYDERMAN CALGARY 
JEFF LEWIS CALGARY

Kinder Morgan Canada Inc. is being paid hand-
somely for its Trans Mountain pipeline and its well-
publicized troubles expanding it.

By one major bank’s calculation, Kinder Morgan
will pocket $1.2-billion more than the worth of the
existing transport system and the money it has al-
ready spent on the expansion. Meanwhile, it jetti-
sons all of the risks. That’s the calculus Kinder Mor-
gan faced as it shifted from seeking government
protection against more legal and physical road-
blocks to selling the pipeline and its approved ex-
pansion for $4.5-billion to Canadian taxpayers.

Finance Minister Bill Morneau and Natural Re-
sources Minister Jim Carr were adamant about the
national importance of completing the expansion,
including its role in creating jobs and being a tonic
to the health of Alberta’s oil industry.

The operating pipeline, which ships up to
300,000 barrels a day to the Pacific Coast from Al-
berta, is valued by Royal Bank of Canada at $2.3-bil-
lion, or $7 a share of Kinder Morgan Canada.
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THE NUMBERS

Kinder Morgan exits a failed
expansion with an extra
$1.2-billion in its pocket 

JEFFREY JONES CALGARY
MERGERS AND ACQUISITIONS REPORTER

I
n a move reminiscent of the kind of bold, auda-
cious gambit his father, Pierre Elliott, was once
known for, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau just

nationalized a pipeline. It represents the biggest
gamble of his political life.

Pipelines have, in many ways, divided this coun-
try. And so it will be that the federal government’s
$4.5-billion decision to buy the existing Kinder
Morgan Trans Mountain pipeline – and seize con-
trol of building a planned expansion - will be pola-
rizing. But as risky as it seems from virtually any
angle, Mr. Trudeau’s Liberals had, in many ways,
no choice.

Kinder Morgan, a firm with an established repu-
tation for getting difficult projects built, was pre-
paring to walk away from this one. The damage
that would have done to international investor
confidence in Canada would have been immeasur-
able. 

MASON, A7

THE GAMBLE

Liberals will lose votes
over decision, but Trudeau 
had no other choice

GARY MASON VANCOUVER
NATIONAL AFFAIRS COLUMNIST 

ANALYSIS

EDITORIAL 

The big issue is not what Ottawa has done, but what’s next A12

REPORT ON BUSINESS 

Buyers interested in pipeline in short supply B1

Plan your perfect trip with the help of your Aventura® Travel Assistant.With no booking fee,
24/7 emergency travel support and personalized travel advice, it’s never been easier

to bring out the traveller in you.

†Conditions apply. Visit cibc.com/thetravellerscard for details. $400 value is based on redemption of 20,000Aventura Points for airfare
purchase, based on the Aventura Airline Rewards Chart at CIBCRewards.com, before taxes and other charges, as at March 1, 2018.
*Trademark of Visa Int., used under license. CIBC Cube Design is a trademark of CIBC. All other trademarks are owned by CIBC.

ventura Points for airfare
ges as at March 1 2018

Aventura. The Traveller’s Travel Card.TM

Join now and get up to 20,000 Aventura Points.
That’s up to $400 towards your next flight.†



www.summerwood.com design@summerwood.com

Visit our Showroom:
735 Progress Avenue

15% off on
pool cabanas, sheds,
bunkies and more...

Installed or DIY kits.

Visit online or call
(416) 498-9379.

Pool Cabanas

Sheds/Studios

Modern Love

Contemporary outdoor living spaces

It is the first anniversary
of Tom’s Place on

Bay Street. We are
celebrating the best way

we know with a SUIT
SALE. Visit our “new”

pop-up on Bay St or our
iconic Kensington Market

location. Discover that
whatever your budget, we

have your suit!

toms-place.com

TomsPlaceTO
TomsPlaceTO

Bay Street
416-366-9225
357 Bay Street (@ Temperance)
HOURS: M-F 10-6

Kensington Market
416-596-0297
190 Baldwin Street
(just west of Spadina)
M-W 10-6 ·Th-F 10-7·Sat 9:30-6 ·Sun12-5

LOCATION

We’ll suit you.

Slim Fit Suits+

Abito & other brands.100% wool.

Reg.$399 $249
SELECTED Canadian &
Other Designer Suits+

Reg. $695 each 3 for $1200$950** With this ad.
+ Oversized suits, size

48 and over, are extra.

FINALWEEK

217 Lakeshore Rd. E.  |  Downtown Oakville

905.844.3530 

Swiss Interiors
Furniture & Home Decor

www.swissinteriors.com

CANADIAN MADE
SOLID WOOD FURNITURE

SALE

Factory Authorized

SALE
ALL YOUR FAVOURITE DESIGNERS

Select Items

I
n May, 2012, New York mayor Michael Bloom-
berg announced that the Big Apple planned to
tackle obesity by banning sales of “super-sized
sugary drinks.” In a city where everything is

larger-than-life, the move sparked a fierce public
debate, pitting public-health advocates against the
soft drink industry in a high-stakes battle. In the
end, the tax was never imposed; after a long legal
battle, the courts ruled that New York’s Board of
Health had exceeded the scope of its regulatory au-
thority. But Bloomberg, a billionaire entrepreneur
and philanthropist with a passion for public health,
has not given up the battle; if anything, he has dou-

bled down. Many big cities – Philadelphia, Chicago,
San Francisco and Seattle among them – adopted
soda taxes that were much more sweeping than
what New York had proposed and most have man-
aged to fend off campaigning and legal challenges
from Big Soda, often with Bloomberg’s help. In Can-
ada, consumer health groups such as the Heart and
Stroke Foundation of Canada, Diabetes Canada and
the Canadian Cancer Society have also lobbied the
federal government for a sugary-drink tax as part of
a range of measures to decrease children’s con-
sumption of unhealthy foods, but Ottawa has not
committed to the idea. ANDRÉ PICARD

MAY 30, 2012 

NEW YORK MAYOR 
TRIES TO BAN SALES 

OF BIG SUGARY DRINKS

ANDREW BURTON/REUTERS 
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MOMENT IN TIME

A Saturday column on Starbucks
suggested that unconscious biases
are junk science. In fact, it is the
training methods around the idea of
unconscious bias and diversity that
is considered junk science. In addi-
tion, the column misspelled the
name of a study author, Alexandra
Kalev.

A Saturday news column on Kinder
Morgan incorrectly said Enbridge’s
proposed Northern Gateway Pipe-
line would cost $7.9-million. In fact,
it was $7.9-billion.

A Tuesday Report on Business
article on Suncor included an in-
correct closing price for the compa-
ny’s stock. It was $50.17, not $57.15
as published. 

A Monday Report on Business
article on the week ahead incorrect-
ly said the Bank Of Canada would
likely get an early look at the first-
quarter GDP data before it makes its
rate announcement on Wednesday,
according to CIBC World Markets
chief economist Avery Shenfeld. In
fact, Mr. Shenfeld said later that the
central bank’s governing council is
not among the select group of
Ottawa officials that get an advance
look at the GDP data.

Old-school conservatives
are right to shudder 
at what the Republican
Party has become A13

Millennials have
changed the NHL – and
those changes apply to
the wider work force B4

Working at an airport
taught Gu Zhenzhen
humans are more alike
than we often think A18
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T
he revival of Roseanne was
never about television nos-
talgia. The reboot was never

really connected, in anything
more than the most superficial
way, with the revived Gilmore Girls
and rejuvenated Will & Grace.

It always hinged on the raw un-
predictability of Roseanne Barr
herself. And it was always likely to
end in bitterness and tears of fury
or regret. Roseanne Barr was go-
ing to ruin Roseanne, the show,
just as she did before. It was only a
matter of time.

The show itself was not the
trainwreck that many people pre-
dicted – but its ending is.

Early on Tuesday, Ms. Barr at-
tacked former Obama White
House adviser Valerie Jarrett in a
viciously racist tweet. Then she
deleted it and apologized. But
within hours, ABC Entertainment
president Channing Dungey had
acted: “Roseanne’s Twitter state-
ment is abhorrent, repugnant and
inconsistent with our values, and
we have decided to cancel her
show.”

There are lessons to be learned
here. Roseanne, the revived show,
was a massive hit and a huge
boost – not just to ABC, but to net-
work TV itself. It was pulling in
U.S. ratings as high as 22 million
viewers an episode and beating
out behemoth shows such as
NBC’s This is Us and The Big Bang
Theory on CBS. 

All of that meant nothing once
Ms. Barr went racist. In this cul-

ture and in this climate, no star,
no matter how rich and powerful,
gets away with it. Even a powerful
entertainment company will take
a moral stand that matters more
than money.

The abrupt cancellation – mes-
sy, brutal and drenched in rage
from so many sides – also puts the
Roseanne revival in a strange but
revealing cultural context.

Sara Gilbert was the driving
force behind the revival, not Ms.
Barr. Ms. Gilbert, happy to return
as daughter Darlene, wanted to
put the Conner family of the old
sitcom in the new America of
Trump and anti-Trump. She
wanted to make the rebooted
show an arena in which to debate
Donald Trump-era issues.

It was a great idea on paper
and, in some episodes, the format
worked. It was startling to see an

old sitcom format used for char-
acters to argue bitterly about
health-care costs and complain
about the lack of jobs that paid
well and offered benefits. It was
unsubtle and the humour was of-
ten sour, but it was a surreal expe-
rience to watch.

What Ms. Gilbert might not
have intended, but what played
out, was a testing of the old-
school sitcom formula, a bedrock
of the American popular culture.
Most traditional sitcoms carry a
general message of acceptance
and the premise is that all con-
flicts can be sorted out with a con-
versation and hugs. Saccharine
and simplistic as it might seem,
that’s the perennially popular
template. With Roseanne, the tem-
plate was tested several times –
and it buckled and failed.

An episode in which Roseanne

Conner, the Trump supporter, is
suspicious of her new Muslim
neighbours was resolved by the
neighbours proving they are
trustworthy and helpful. It was, in
the contemporary context, a ri-
diculous twist. It was insulting to
suggest the neighbours had to
prove anything to anybody. It was
borderline racism and, to some
viewers, worse.

The episode underlined the
toxicity that seethed under the
show itself. Ms. Gilbert and others
involved might well have seen a
grand experiment in politically
tinged entertainment. But Ms.
Barr was always going to be the
vocal Trump supporter that she is
and exert her power as the central
force of the show. During the run
of the original series (1988-97),
Ms. Barr was notorious for firing
writers and other staff and mak-

ing outrageous demands and get-
ting away with it. What was al-
ways lurking in the shadow of the
revival was Ms. Barr reasserting
her control and that control com-
ing to life as a Trump-supporting
bigot.

As much as there is relief that
Roseanne is cancelled after Ms.
Barr’s unforgivably racist re-
marks, there can be the sadness of
inevitability, too. The show ac-
tually dealt with age, infirmity
and poverty in a way that offered
a rather sad portrait of aging,
working-class Americans. What’s
sadder still, mind you, is that Ms.
Barr proved to be precisely what
many skeptical viewers felt she
was – an appalling person, an un-
couth, hate-filled racist. Good rid-
dance. The horror that is Ms.
Barr’s attitude belongs neither on
Twitter nor on TV.

Roseanne reboot’s inevitable bitter end 
The show, always likely
to end in tears of fury,
has been cancelled after 
actor’s Twitter attack 
on former White House
adviser Valerie Jarrett

Roseanne Barr and John Goodman star in the reboot of the comedy series Roseanne. ABC has cancelled the show after a racist tweet on Tuesday by
Ms. Barr, which was later deleted. The abrupt ending put the revival in a strange but revealing cultural context. 
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China’s envoy has accused the
federal government of discrimi-
nation for blocking the takeover
of a Canadian construction giant
by a Chinese state-owned enter-
prise on national security
grounds, calling on Canada to get
rid of such “demons” of prejudice
against his country.

In a column published in The
Globe and Mail on Wednesday,
Ambassador Lu Shaye said that
the Liberal cabinet expanded and
politicized the concept of nation-
al security when it cited threats to
sovereignty in rejecting the $1.5-
billion sale of Toronto’s Aecon
Group Inc. to China Communica-
tions Construction Company
(CCCC).

The outspoken envoy did not
threaten retaliation but made
clear Beijing won’t put up with
Canada questioning China’s one-
party rule and its state-owned en-
terprises that operate around the
world.

“Canada’s rejection of Aecon
shows that Chinese enterprises
are suffering from unfair treat-
ment – and it’s not the first time,”
Mr. Lu wrote. “I hope Canadians
can embrace China as simply a
different country and not regard
China as a threat just because of
our differences. Only by getting
rid of such kinds of demons can
Canada relieve the burden, co-op-
erate with China and come
aboard the express train of Chi-
na’s development.” 

David Mulroney, a former Can-
adian ambassador to China, said

Mr. Lu ignores that China closed
off entire sectors of its economy
to foreign investors without any
reason given.

The Trudeau government has
finally realized that many state-
owned enterprises are beholden
to President Xi Jinping’s political
objectives, Mr. Mulroney said.

“Countries are going to react to
that and worry that the party is
playing a role in investment deci-
sions and whether the party will
seek to influence decisions in fa-
vour of China,” Mr. Mulroney
said. “Other countries are reac-
ting with increasing concern to
large-scale Chinese investment.
… So China will try to isolate each
country and make it seem like it
is an issue for them alone.”

Mr. Lu blamed the Canadian
media for “demonizing Chinese
state-owned enterprises” and “re-
peatedly hyped CCCC as one of
the state-owned enterprises of
China, which they described as
monsters,” he complained.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
says his cabinet vetoed a Chinese
state-owned conglomerate’s
takeover of Aecon because of
concerns it could control critical
infrastructure projects and
threaten Canadian sovereignty. 

Aecon is a partner in a $2.7-bil-
lion refurbishment of Ontario’s
Darlington Nuclear Generating
Station, is building the massive
Site C hydroelectric dam in B.C.
and, until recently, was bidding
with a team to construct and op-
erate the $4.8-billion Gordie
Howe International Bridge con-
necting Windsor and Detroit.

Mr. Lu said Ottawa’s rejection
of the deal will “result in much

greater loss” for Aecon than Chi-
na, saying the acquisition was a
minor purchase for CCCC, which
is one of the largest construction
firms in the world.

“The acquisition offered by
CCCC at a premium of $1.5-billion
was definitely good news for Ae-
con,” he said. “But for CCCC, a
world construction giant, the
Canadian construction market is
insignificant and being rejected
for acquiring Aecon may only
mean that it has saved $1.5-bil-
lion.” 

Intelligence agencies in both
Canada and the United States
have warned that companies
owned or partly owned by the
Chinese government are not
merely profit-seeking operations;
they are also prone to passing on
information or technology to
Beijing and making business de-
cisions that could conflict with
Canadian interests but serve the
agenda of the authoritarian Com-
munist Party of China. 

The Chinese envoy also denied
that Beijing has been stealing
Western technology – an accusa-
tion that has levelled against tele-
communications giant Huawei
Technologies in the aftermath
Nortel’s bankruptcy.

The Globe and Mail reported
Saturday that Huawei has estab-
lished a vast network of relation-
ships with Canadian universities
to create a steady pipeline of in-
tellectual property that will aid its
development of next-generation
5G mobile technology. Canadian
university professors and re-
searchers have transferred full
rights to their inventions to Hua-
wei in 40 instances.

China’s ambassador to Canada accuses Ottawa
of prejudice in rejection of Aecon takeover

ROBERT FIFE 
STEVEN CHASE OTTAWA

The British Columbia govern-
ment says it is considering all op-
tions – including the outright
purchase of problem buildings –
to improve conditions in some of
Vancouver’s most run-down
rental units.

Housing Minister Selina Rob-
inson said on Tuesday that she
had directed her staff “a number
of weeks ago” to come up with
ways to help more than 100 low-
income residents of the single-
room occupancy (SRO) Regent
Hotel.

The building is owned by the
Sahota family, who own several
SROs and have been violating
city housing standards for dec-
ades. A recent Globe and Mail in-
vestigation found residents in the
century-old building have strug-
gled for years with vermin,
mould and plumbing problems
while fighting to keep a roof over
their heads in a city grappling
with an acute affordability crisis.

“The conditions [at the Re-
gent] are absolutely deplorable
and we need to take action and
certainly our government is com-
mitted to making sure there is
housing for people,” Ms. Robin-
son said at the legislature. “We’re
committed to working with all
partners and we’ll be certainly

working with the city, working
with the federal government to
make sure there’s housing for
people who desperately need it.”

She would not provide a time-
line for any decision on the issue,
but said her government is work-
ing “as quickly as we can to ad-
dress the whole range of the
housing crisis.”

Gudy Sahota, one of three el-
derly siblings that run a local real
estate empire worth an estimat-
ed $218-million, declined to com-
ment on Ms. Robinson’s commit-
ment when contacted on Tues-
day.

The City of Vancouver issued a
statement on Tuesday welcom-
ing any further provincial invest-
ment in privately owned SRO
housing stock. The city also said
it continues to prosecute the Sa-
hotas for numerous violations of
its standards and maintenance
bylaw, with court dates ap-
proaching, and has recently cre-
ated a working group with the
province to tackle the challenges
problem landlords pose.

Housing advocates have long
called for the province or the fed-
eral government to buy SRO ho-
tels such as the Regent from
problem landlords such as the
Sahotas and put the day-to-day
operation of the city’s roughly
3,000 privately held units in the
hands of non-profit organiza-
tions. These groups, they argue,
are much better suited than pri-
vate landlords to provide this de
facto form of social housing for
residents, many of whom are on
social assistance and are facing
mental-health and substance-
use issues.s

Under the former Liberal gov-
ernment, B.C. spent millions to

buy and renovate SROs. The fed-
eral government also got in-
volved, chipping in nearly $30-
million for a $147-million SRO Re-
newal Initiative that renovated a
dozen or so buildings over the
past five years.

Last year, the federal Liberal
government announced a 10-
year, $40-billion national-hous-
ing program. But the plan counts
on the provinces to kick in bil-
lions and some elements won’t
take effect until after the 2019 fed-
eral election. Vancouver says its
long-term goal is to replace aging
SROs with social-housing units
that have private bathrooms.

To do this, it says it needs
money from both these higher
levels of government for a new
SRO fund. In its October budget
submissions, it asked the prov-
ince for $80-million for this.

Janice Abbott, the chief exec-
utive officer of Atira, the non-
profit housing group hired in
February by the Sahotas to man-
age the Regent for six months,
has said the building needs ex-
tensive repairs. The Sahota-own-
ed Balmoral SRO hotel across the
street was ordered closed by the
city a year ago over fire and struc-
tural concerns. 

With support from housing
advocates, tenants of the Regent
and the Balmoral have launched
proposed class-action lawsuits
that name the Sahotas and the
City of Vancouver as defendants
and allege that municipal offi-
cials have ignored problems with
properties owned by the family.

The Sahotas have challenged
the suits.

With a report from 
Justine Hunter in Victoria

A Vancouver police officer guards the front door of the Balmoral Hotel in Vancouver in 2017 after it was
ordered closed by the city over fire and structural concerns. RAFAL GERSZAK/THE GLOBE AND MAIL 

B.C. considers buyout of
Sahotas’ problem buildings

Housing Minister gives
few details, but says
government is working
quickly to address
‘deplorable’ conditions 

WENDY STUECK
MIKE HAGER VANCOUVER

The Auditor-General of Canada says the Phoenix public-ser-
vice pay system was an “incomprehensible failure” caused by
public servants afraid to tell their political masters when they
see a problem. 

In a report tabled in the House of Commons on Tuesday,
Michael Ferguson said the implementation of the pay system
is a “defining moment” and “a wake-up call” for the federal
government’s “pervasive cultural problems.” The Phoenix
fiasco has failed to properly pay tens of thousands of public
servants on time since its launch in 2016, costing Canadian
taxpayers more than $1-billion to date. 

“There’s something in the culture that makes people be-
lieve that they can’t bring forward those problems. … It was
very evident that this system was not going to work,” Mr. Fer-
guson said. “In order to prevent an incomprehensible failure
like Phoenix from happening in the future, the government
has to understand which parts of its culture are causing that
type of action.” 

The Auditor-General said the federal government’s cre-
ation of an obedient public service fearful of making mis-
takes, taking risks and conveying “hard truths” has caused
failures such as the Phoenix debacle. He said a lack of over-
sight and management meant the Phoenix pay system was
not ready when it was launched.

Mr. Ferguson said Public Services and Procurement Cana-
da (PSPC) – the department responsible for the pay system –
did not fully test Phoenix before launching it and cancelled a
pilot implementation project with one department that
would have helped it detect problems indicating the system
was not ready. The report also found that three Phoenix “ex-
ecutives” – senior public servants at the department – pri-
oritized some aspects of the pay system rollout, such as
schedule and budget, over functionality and security. For in-
stance, the Phoenix executives removed or delayed more
than 100 important pay-processing functions, such as the
ability to process retroactive pay. Rather, they planned to add
these functions only after all 101 government departments
and agencies had transferred their pay systems to Phoenix.

The report found that Phoenix officials did not tell the
deputy minister that departments, agencies and the new
centralized pay centre in Miramichi, N.B., weren’t ready for

Phoenix’s implementation. 
Mr. Ferguson said the three

Phoenix executives are to blame
for the failures. Public Services
Minister Carla Qualtrough said
“measures” have been taken
against the executives and that
they no longer working in govern-
ment pay administration. 

Mr. Ferguson said the previous
Conservative government and
current Liberal government had
opportunities to prevent the
Phoenix problems, noting that
it’s now the responsibility of the

Trudeau government to fix the problem.
Treasury Board president Scott Brison said the Phoenix

pay problems are a “top priority” for the Liberals, but still
blamed the former Conservative government for creating the
problem. He said Ottawa is also working to change the pub-
lic-service culture – the “plumbing of government” – after 10
years under the former Harper government. 

“It’s often referred to as the plumbing of government and
nobody really pays attention to plumbing until there’s a big
mess,” Mr. Brison said. Conservative public-services critic To-
ny Clement, who was Treasury Board president under the
Harper government, said the Tories bear “none” of the re-
sponsibility for the Phoenix disaster. He said the Conserva-
tives held off on proceeding with implementation when they
heard concerns from bureaucrats. 

“I know people like to spread the blame, but I think we did
the right thing as political overseers when we heard the tales
of concern,” Mr. Clement said. 

NDP MP David Christopherson said it is “mind boggling”
how Canada – a G7 country – would get a rating from its own
auditor-general describing a government program as an “in-
comprehensible failure.”

The Public Service Alliance of Canada, the country’s large-
st civil-service union, said it will write to Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau to formally request a public inquiry into the
Phoenix scandal. 

“Federal public-service workers are the ones dealing with
the consequences of their government’s negligence and they
deserve to be paid damages for the hardships they have en-
dured,” PSAC National President Chris Aylward said.

With a file from Sean Silcoff
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Stand with us and take the pledge at telus.com/endbullying

TELUS Wise

Dear fellow Canadians,

More than 1 million of our kids will be cyberbullied this month.

As a Canadian and a father, I find this statistic unacceptable and a heartbreaking reality that demands action.

Connected technology has become an essential part of our daily lives. At TELUS, we understand its power

and all the good it can help us achieve. We also understand that technology has the potential to enable

negative and cruel behaviour, such as cyberbullying, and the anguish it can cause our families.

This is a concern we take seriously, and we are holding ourselves responsible for helping address this major

social issue. TELUS has already invested more than $200 million in educational initiatives to help promote

safe and responsible online behaviour. From our TELUS Wise internet safety programs to our long-standing

partnership with WE Day, our team members have dedicated their energy, passion and resources to

empowering youth and helping keep them safe online … but we know there is so much more to do.

The TELUS team is committed to making the digital world a friendlier place, and these investments and

partnerships are just the beginning of our commitment to keep Canadians safe online. This is why I am

inviting all Canadians to take the TELUS Wise Digital Pledge, a nationwide initiative to help create a safer,

friendlier world online. For every pledge made, TELUS will contribute $1 to support #EndBullying programs

for youth in Canada. Our goal is to achieve 1 million pledges across Canada.

We know that a single person alone cannot end cyberbullying … but millions can!

Please, stand with us to #EndBullying.

Sincerely,

Darren Entwistle

Member of the TELUS team

No bandwidth
for bullying.
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A Russian journalist harshly criti-
cal of the Kremlin was shot and
killed in the Ukrainian capital on
Tuesday and the national police
said they are assuming he was tar-
geted because of his work.

Ukrainian police said Arkady
Babchenko’s wife found him
bleeding at their apartment build-
ing in Kyiv and called an ambu-
lance, but Mr. Babchenko died on
the way to a hospital.

Police said he had multiple
gunshot wounds on his back.

“The first and the most obvious
version is his professional activ-
ities,” Kyiv Police Chief Andriy
Krishchenko said in televised
comments. Harlem Desir, the
media freedom representative at
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, said he
was “horrified” by Mr. Babchen-
ko’s death. 

The Committee to Protect Jour-
nalists in New York said on Twitter
that “Ukrainian authorities
should conduct a swift and thor-
ough investigation” into Mr. Bab-
chenko’s murder.

Mr. Babchenko, 41, was scath-
ingly critical of the Kremlin’s pol-
icies, assailing Moscow’s annexa-
tion of Crimea, its support for sep-
aratist insurgents in eastern Uk-
raine and the Russian campaign
in Syria. Ukrainian and Russian
officials immediately traded fin-
ger-pointing over his death.

Anton Gerashchenko, a Ukrai-
nian lawmaker who serves as an
adviser to the Interior Minister,
said on Facebook that investiga-
tors would be looking at “Russian
spy agencies’ efforts to get rid of
those who are trying to tell the
truth about what is going on in
Russia and Ukraine.”

Mr. Gerashchenko said Mr. Bab-
chenko’s killer was waiting for
him on the staircase inside the
journalist’s building and shot him
in the back as he was going out to
buy bread. Ukrainian police re-
leased a sketch of a suspect based
on witness descriptions of a grey-
bearded man in his 40s wearing a
baseball cap. They said the gun-
man may have had accomplices.

In Moscow, officials and law-
makers criticized Ukrainian au-
thorities for their alleged failure
to protect journalists.

Mikhail Fedotov, the head of
the Kremlin Human Rights Coun-
cil, said Mr. Babchenko’s slaying
was a “clear provocation.” The
Russian Foreign Ministry said in a
statement that “bloody crimes
and total impunity have become
routine” in Ukraine.

Another renowned journalist,
Pavel Sheremet, a native of Bela-
rus who had worked for Russian
media outlets in the past, was
killed in a car bombing in central
Kyiv in July, 2016. The case has re-
mained unsolved.

In March, 2017, renegade Rus-
sian lawmaker Denis Voronenkov
was shot and killed at the en-
trance of an upscale hotel in Kyiv.
Ukrainian prosecutors alleged
that Mr. Voronenkov, who had
toed the Kremlin line while serv-
ing as a Russian lawmaker but
turned into a Kremlin critic after
his 2016 move to Ukraine, was
killed on orders from a Russian
crime lord.

Mr. Babchenko served in the
Russian army and fought during
the first separatist war in Chech-
nya during the 1990s. He later be-
came a journalist and worked as a
military correspondent for sever-
al Russian media outlets. He also
published several books based on
his wartime experiences.

Some of his articles and posts
outraged many Russians. In one,
he said he felt no regret about the
deaths of Russian army choir
members and others from a De-
cember, 2016, plane crash as they
were heading to perform before
Russian troops in Syria. Several
Russian lawmakers even called
for stripping Mr. Babchenko of his
citizenship over the comment.

Mr. Babchenko left Russia in
February, 2017, saying he was re-
ceiving threats and concerned he
might be jailed.

He moved to Kyiv last fall,
where he worked as a host for the
Crimean Tatar TV station, ATR.

Just hours before he was shot,
Mr. Babchenko wrote on Face-
book that he narrowly escaped
death exactly four years ago when
the Ukrainian military refused to
take him on a helicopter heading
to the front line in eastern Uk-
raine. The aircraft was shot down
minutes later.
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Russian
journalist 
who criticized
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shot in Ukraine
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The company has spent more than $1-bil-
lion, about $3 a share, on the expansion
project to date, RBC said. Based on those
numbers, it indicates a cushion of at least
$1.2-billion, or $2 a share, for Kinder Mor-
gan Canada, which pegged the per-share
value of the deal at $12 after tax.

The sale marks a new chapter for Cana-
da’s energy industry, which has preached a
free market for operations and sale of
products, but now welcomes an emergen-
cy nationalization of a conduit to the
ocean to end years of heavy price dis-
counts on its oil sands-derived crude. Now,
the federal government, backed by Alber-
ta, will try to push the effort forward on the
industry’s behalf in the face of legal chal-
lenges from the B.C. government and oth-
ers.

For the sale, Kinder Morgan is giving up
about $200-million a year in annual earn-
ings before interest, taxes, deprecation and
amortization (EBITDA) from the pipeline,
which routinely operates full out as the on-
ly route from Alberta to the Vancouver ar-
ea. That money will flow to the govern-
ment, or any future buyer of the assets if a
hunt Ottawa and Kinder Morgan are con-
ducting bears fruit.

But the real prize is the $1.1-billion in
EBITDA that could flow from tariffs
charged to oil shippers on the expansion,
said Terry Marshall, senior vice-president
at Moody’s Investors Service. Under the ap-
proved design, throughput of Alberta oil

would nearly triple to 890,000 barrels a
day. 

“That’s a pretty significant number,” Mr.
Marshall said. “It would have been terrific
for Kinder Morgan had they been able to
stay in this and achieve that. But the prob-
lem was, when was that ac-
tually going to be built and
placed into service, and how
much was it going to cost to
get there? And that’s the
great unanswerable ques-
tion.”

The current price tag for
completing the project is
$7.4-billion, although that is
widely expected to rise, and
even with government own-
ership, there are no guaran-
tees that legal challenges will
not upend the expansion
plans, or force more delays
and costs.

Kinder Morgan Canada en-
tered the country in 2005
with the acquisition of Van-
couver-based Terasen Inc. It
is 70-per-cent owned by
Houston-based Kinder Mor-
gan Inc., and went public in a
$1.75-billion deal a year ago,
partly to provide a funding vehicle for the
expansion. 

Besides Trans Mountain, it also owns
crude-oil storage and rail terminals in Al-
berta, the Vancouver Wharves Terminal
and the Cochin condensate pipeline sys-

tem. Mr. Marshall said the proceeds from
the sale could benefit both the parent
company and the Canadian subsidiary in
the form of increased spending or debt re-
duction. 

There is no word yet on whether a pri-
vate-sector player or consor-
tium of pipeline companies
or pension funds is interest-
ed in buying the assets, and
even then, it is expected the
government would provide
ways to shield them from the
risks.

Despite the hefty sale pro-
ceeds, the episode will likely
not be seen as a happy one
for Kinder Morgan, said Hal
Kvisle, the former chief exec-
utive officer of TransCanada
Corp., and now a director of
Cenovus Energy Inc.

The company has invest-
ed no small effort and sums
of money to advance the
project when it could have
put the funds to use in the
United States, and it ends up
on the sidelines, Mr. Kvisle
said.

“They’re not in business
to exit assets,” he said. 

“So I don’t think it’s a good outcome for
Kinder Morgan, though I would applaud
Kinder Morgan for making the very best
out of a bad situation by getting this mon-
ey and leaving the scene.”

Numbers: Sale marks new chapter for Canada’s energy industry
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Palestinian militants launched their heav-
iest barrages against Israel since the 2014
Gaza war on Tuesday and Israeli aircraft
struck back, in a surge of fighting after
weeks of border violence.

Following militant rocket and mortar
launches throughout the day countered
by Israeli tank fire and air strikes, the pro-
Iran Islamic Jihad militant group said a
ceasefire agreement was possible, but Is-
rael said reports of a deal were untrue.

“Palestinian factions will abide by calm
as long as [Israel] abides by it,” Islamic Ji-
had spokesman Daoud Shehab said. 

An Israeli official who declined to be
named said, “The report about a ceasefire
is incorrect.”

Israeli sirens warning of imminent
rocket and mortar strikes sounded late in-
to the night and Israeli aircraft hit 55 mil-
itant targets in the Gaza Strip, including a
cross-border tunnel under construction,
the military said.

Israel has long said it would not tolerate
such attacks. There was no sign that calm
would be restored at midnight, when the
militants said the ceasefire could take ef-
fect.

The Israeli military said that by 8 p.m.
local time, militants had fired 70 rockets
and mortar bombs into Israel and that
three Israeli soldiers were wounded by
shrapnel. There were no immediate re-
ports of Palestinian casualties.

The armed wings of Hamas and Islamic
Jihad claimed responsibility for the firing
and said it was in response to Israel’s kill-
ing of dozens of Palestinians since March
30, mainly in Gaza border protests.

“Qassam and Jerusalem Brigades [the
groups’ armed wings] announce joint re-
sponsibility for bombarding [Israel’s] mil-
itary installations and settlements near
Gaza with dozens of rocket shells through-
out the day,” they said in a joint statement.

“It comes in response to Zionist aggres-
sion and crimes against our people and
our resistance fighters … in addition to
war crimes conducted by the enemy every
day against our people during the march-

es of return along the border of Gaza Strip.
“Bombardment for bombardment and

blood for blood.”
Hamas has largely abided by a de facto

ceasefire since the 2014 war.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Neta-

nyahu convened security chiefs, and Intel-
ligence Minister Israel Katz said the coun-
try was “at the closest point to the thresh-
old of war” since the seven-week conflict
with Palestinian militants four years ago.

“If the firing [from Gaza] does not stop,
we will have to escalate our responses and
it could lead to a deterioration of the sit-
uation,” Mr. Katz said on Army Radio.

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas,
who heads the Fatah faction that is dom-
inant in the occupied West Bank and is a
bitter rival of Hamas and Islamic Jihad,
said Israel had used “vigorous aggression”
against Gaza that proved it did not want
peace.

Lieutenant-Colonel Jonathan Conricus,
a spokesman for the Israel Defence Forces
(IDF), said the most extensive strikes from
Gaza since the 2014 war had drawn “the
largest IDF retaliatory attack” since that
conflict.

Several militant projectiles were shot
down by Israel’s Iron Dome rocket inter-
ceptor system, others landed in empty lots
and farmland. One exploded in a kinder-
garten yard, damaging walls and scatter-
ing debris and shrapnel around the play-
ground, about an hour before it was
scheduled to open for the day.

Violence has soared along the Gaza
frontier in recent weeks, during which 116
Palestinians were killed by Israeli fire at
mass demonstrations calling for Palesti-
nians’ right to return to ancestral lands
now in Israel.

A Hamas spokesman defended Tues-
day’s attacks as a “natural response to Is-
raeli crimes.” An Islamic Jihad spokesman
said “the blood of our people is not
cheap.”

Plumes of smoke and dust rose from
sites hit in the Israeli air strikes. The explo-
sions shook buildings nearby, causing
panic among rush-hour crowds on streets
and in markets. The Gazan Ministry of
Education said shrapnel from one missile
flew into a school.

REUTERS

Gaza militants launch barrage at Israel 
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An Israeli armoured personnel carrier drives on the Israeli side of the border between 
Israel and Gaza on May 29. AMIR COHEN /REUTERS
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The Liberal government has be-
come a champion of the Trans
Mountain expansion to back the
policy objective of diversifying
oil markets beyond the United
States – where 99 per cent of Can-
adian crude exports currently go.
Oil producers in Canada are paid
less for their product than other
crude producers, in part because
bitumen production is increasing
beyond pipeline capacity.

Ottawa’s intervention does
not secure the future of the Trans
Mountain expansion project,
however, and the total financial
commitment for taxpayers could
far exceed $4.5-billion. The feder-
al government will have to find
money to finance construction,
the cost of which has already
been estimated at $7.4-billion.

Finance Minister Bill Morneau
refused to reveal how much tax-
payers will have to pay to com-
plete the 980-kilometre expan-
sion, which would triple the flow
of crude and refined oil products
to 890,000 barrels a day. Keeping
it alive sustains 15,000 jobs, the
Finance Department said.

“The Trans Mountain expan-
sion project is of vital interest to
Canada and Canadians,” Mr. Mor-
neau told reporters. “Our govern-
ment’s position is clear: It must
be built and it will be built.”

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
said the hazards of building this
pipeline drove away Kinder Mor-
gan. “The project became too
risky for a commercial entity to
go forward with it; that’s what
Kinder Morgan told us,” he said
in an interview with Bloomberg.

It is not clear how Ottawa’s
purchase will help the project
navigate legal challenges or B.C.’s
threat to restrict oil shipments
through its jurisdiction. The fed-
eral Court of Appeal is consider-
ing 15 consolidated challenges to
the federal approvals of the pro-
ject and could render a decision
any day or accept an application
to reopen the case to hear new
evidence.

The transaction with Kinder
Morgan will not be complete un-
til August and, in the weeks
ahead, the company will try to
help the federal government find
a private buyer.

The pipeline assets will be held
by the Canada Development In-
vestment Corp., a Crown corpo-
ration that reports to Parliament
through the Minister of Finance.

The government said it does
not want to be a long-term owner
of the pipeline. “At the appropri-
ate time, Canada will work with
investors to transfer the project
and related assets to a new owner
or owners,” Mr. Morneau said.

He acknowledged that Ottawa
could own Trans Mountain for as
long as the “medium term” – a
time period he did not explain.

Tuesday’s announcement en-
sures work can resume on the ex-
pansion. In April, after mounting
opposition from the B.C. govern-
ment, Kinder Morgan halted all
non-essential spending on it.

Kinder Morgan will operate
the expansion project until the
sale closes in August. Officials in
the Department of Finance said
Ottawa is extending loan guaran-
tees to the company that allow it
to draw on a line of credit and be-
gin summer construction. 

As an incentive for a future
owner, Ottawa said it will indem-
nify the project against financial
losses from any delays thrown up
by a province or municipality.

The government is also prom-
ising to guarantee a rate of return
for a future owner if it is forced to
abandon the project owing to le-
gal rulings or other delays.

Mr. Morneau said the govern-

ment reserves the right to buy
back the pipeline project in such
a scenario.

“To investors who are consid-
ering Canada as a place to build
big important transformational
projects like the Trans Mountain
− know you have a partner in Ot-
tawa,” Mr. Morneau said.

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip,
president of the Union of B.C. In-
dian Chiefs, said in a statement
that his organization is “abso-
lutely shocked and appalled that
Canada is willingly investing tax-
payers’ money in such a highly
controversial fossil fuel expan-
sion project so risky that a major
resource company has walked
away and there are no known
buyers lined up.”

Oil sands producers welcomed
the federal acquisition, albeit
warily. Cenovus Energy Inc. chief
executive Alex Pourbaix said
roadblocks in British Columbia
need to be addressed quickly. “In
addition, as a committed shipper
on the project, we will be looking
for more details to ensure that
our commercial terms will re-
main reasonable,” he said in a
statement.

The Alberta government is in-
vesting up to $2-billion for what
Ottawa called an emergency fund

in case of unforeseen circum-
stances. Alberta said the prov-
ince in return would be granted
an equity stake in Trans Moun-
tain.

Asked who would manage
Trans Mountain under federal
ownership, Mr. Morneau said he
hopes to hire people from Kinder
Morgan. He said the two parties
have agreed Ottawa would “take
on the people that are integral to
the actual completion of the pro-
ject.”

Conservative Leader Andrew
Scheer slammed Mr. Trudeau
over the decision to buy the pipe-
line, saying it never had to come
to this.

“He has done nothing to assert
federal jurisdiction, he has done
nothing to fast-track references
around constitutional questions,
he has done none of those
things,” Mr. Scheer said. “The
message that is being sent to the
world, that in order to get a big
project built in this country, the
federal government has to na-
tionalize a huge aspect of it.”

Employees on the pipeline ex-
pansion would stay with it, Steve
Kean, president and chief execu-
tive of parent company Kinder
Morgan Inc., told reporters.

“This is a great day for Canada,

for our customers and for our
employees,” he said in a confer-
ence call. “We’ve agreed to a fair
price for our shareholders and
we’ve found a way forward for
this national-interest project.”

In Edmonton, Alberta Premier
Rachel Notley said Alberta’s sup-
port helped bring about Tues-
day’s announcement.

“This is the most certainty that
this project has ever had,” Ms.
Notley said. “By purchasing the
project, the federal government
now has the power to make sure
that it goes ahead.”

Ms. Notley added that “Crown
immunity” now limits the degree
to which provincial laws apply to
the project. 

Environmentalist Tzeporah
Berman, who has helped co-ordi-
nate key protest movements in
B.C., expressed shock at the gov-
ernment’s decision.

“People feel betrayed,” she
said. “This is a Prime Minister
who criticized the Harper gov-
ernment’s pipeline-approval
processes for not addressing In-
digenous rights, for not taking
climate change seriously and not
respecting science. 

“It feels like all hell is going to
break loose, and I don’t think it
will just be in British Columbia.”

Deal: Morneau refused to reveal how much taxpayers will have to pay for expansion 
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Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain marine terminal, in Burnaby, B.C., is shown in an aerial view on Tuesday. Although Ottawa has agreed to buy 
the pipeline for $4.5-billion, its intervention does not secure the future of the project. JONATHAN HAYWARD/THE CANADIAN PRESS 

But anything Mr. Trudeau and his
government stand to gain by forg-
ing ahead with the pipeline ex-
pansion will have to be measured
against significant political loss-
es. And they’re still being tallied
up.

Environmentalists who once
applauded Mr. Trudeau and his
enthusiastic embrace of the Paris
climate targets feel deceived. Ce-
lebrity crusader Naomi Klein
promised the PM on Twitter his
decision would “haunt him” ev-
erywhere he travels now. He was
called a climate fraud by influen-
tial activist Bill McKibben. That
sound you hear is votes running
toward the NDP and Greens. 

Many Canadians will not be
thrilled about becoming inves-
tors in a pipeline. Recent polls

showed that nowhere was oppo-
sition to this idea higher than in
B.C., where it was running 70-per-
cent against. This, in a key battle-
ground province for the Liberals
come the next election. Indige-
nous leaders who have vowed to
stop the pipeline expansion from
proceeding also feel betrayed by a
federal leader who promised a
new era of consultation and rec-
onciliation.

In one fell swoop, the federal
Liberals likely just saw tens of
thousands of votes walk out the
door.

Sure, the controversial acquisi-
tion was applauded in Alberta. It’s
doubtful, however, that it is an in-
vestment that will pay off for the
Liberals come the next election.

Alberta Premier Rachel Notley
is thrilled. All that was missing at
her news conference on Tuesday

was former U.S. president George
W. Bush’s “Mission Accom-
plished” banner. “Pick up those
tools, folks, we have a pipeline to
build,” the Premier extolled. Even
though her declaration of victory
might have been a tad premature,
Ms. Notley couldn’t stop smiling.
And why not? Her fights with B.C.
are over. No more threats to stran-
gle petroleum supplies to the
province. It’s now strictly a battle
between Ottawa and the Left
Coast.

For his part, B.C. Premier John
Horgan seemed unmoved by the
whole affair. The province will
proceed with its reference case to
the B.C. Court of Appeal, seeking
the authority to control what sub-
stances flow through any new
pipeline traversing the province.
However, given a Crown corpora-
tion now owns the project, B.C.’s

case is likely even flimsier than it
was already. Right now, the one
thing that could stall the ap-
proved expansion further would
be a negative decision from the
federal Court of Appeal, expected
to render a verdict soon in a raft of
anti-pipeline lawsuits being han-
dled at once. 

The $4.5-billion purchase price
does not include construction
costs of the Trans Mountain ex-
pansion. The fact that the govern-
ment refuses to say how much it
will be is worrisome. 

As investors, we should de-
mand to know. Kinder Morgan
had pegged the cost at $7.4-bil-
lion, but this newspaper recently
reported the project was already
running over budget. 

So how much, over all, are Can-
adian taxpayers on the hook for
potentially? Is it $12-billion, $13-

billion, $14-billion?
The government’s chance of

finding a private investor to buy
the project before the end of sum-
mer is unlikely. The threat of leng-
thy, potentially violent protests
and the impact that had on creat-
ing a reliable construction timeta-
ble is one of the reasons Kinder
Morgan wanted out. Any new in-
vestor is going to wait until Otta-
wa gets most of the dirty work
done, gets the project built
through the most contentious ar-
eas of B.C., before feeling comfort-
able enough to take it on.

In some respects, buying a
pipeline was the easy part. Get-
ting a new one built against for-
midable opposition is where
things get difficult. We’re about to
find out if Mr. Trudeau and his
government have the stomach for
it.

Mason: Trudeau likely just saw tens of thousands of votes walk out the door 
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In her five years as Ontario’s Pre-
mier, the one thing Kathleen
Wynne truly regrets is her gov-
ernment’s handling of electricity
prices.

The Liberal Leader, whose
election campaign over the past
week has turned to a strategy of
“sorry, not sorry” – that is, she’s
genuinely sorry people don’t like
her but not sorry about her ac-
complishments – admitted to
failings on the file during a meet-
ing with The Globe and Mail’s ed-
itorial board on Tuesday.

“I probably reacted later than I
should have, I probably should
have acted more quickly, but we
were looking for ways to reduce
prices that were responsible. It
took some time, it meant that
people were pretty angry, and
rightly so, about how quickly
their electricity prices had gone
up,” Ms. Wynne said.

Acknowledging the Liberals’
third place in the polls, Ms.
Wynne said she will have time af-
ter the provincial election on
June 7 to reflect on what she
could have done differently since
she took over the premier’s office
in 2013.

“I’ll have lots of time to ask
those questions of myself once
we get through the election. I’m
very focused on taking our plan
to the people of the province, 20/
20 hindsight is wonderful and
there will be lots of people who
will be analyzing what did or
didn’t happen,” she said.

Ms. Wynne is deeply unpop-
ular and facing a difficult re-elec-
tion bid. Her party has been in
power for 15 years, the first two-
thirds of that time under Dalton
McGuinty. 

The Liberal Leader dismissed
the widely argued view that she is

struggling in a campaign where
most voters have said they want
change, under either Progressive
Conservative Leader Doug Ford
or New Democratic Leader An-
drea Horwath. 

While her two rivals have been
jockeying for the lead in most
polls, Ms. Wynne was realistic
about her chances but said she
maintains hope that she can win.

“It’s tempting to say change for
the sake of change is necessary,
but I really do think we have to
carefully think about change to
what? I do think that going into
this election there was a sense
that ‘It’ll be okay, whatever the
change is.’ But I don’t believe
people feel that any more,” she
said.

According to Ms. Wynne, the
election now has a “volatile dy-
namic” as voters have second
thoughts about Mr. Ford and re-
flect on the more intense scrutiny

surrounding Ms. Horwath and
her party’s candidates.

One of the leading sources of
discontent among Ontario voters
has been a rapid rise in the prov-
ince’s hydro prices.

Off-peak electricity rates rose
by 149 per cent between 2006 and
2017, driven by a surge of invest-
ment in new generating capacity
and transmission lines. The hikes
coincided with the closing of On-
tario’s coal-fired power plants
and Ms. Wynne’s controversial
decision to privatize transmis-
sion utility Hydro One. Facing
daily anger over hydro bills, the
Liberals announced in March,
2017, that they would cut rates by
25 per cent.

The government borrowed bil-
lions of dollars to lower bills
through the end of the decade.
Hydro rates will then rise over the
next two or three decades to pay
for the borrowing.

The discontent around bills,
according to Ms. Wynne, was due
to “a real failing of my ability to
explain to people that if we had
not built the electricity system
up, we wouldn’t have a reliable
electricity grid, it’s as simple as
that,” she said. 

“We didn’t explain that very
well and we probably didn’t ex-
plain it soon enough and act
soon enough.”

Mr. Ford and Ms. Horwath
have both sought to capitalize on
the public’s anger with hydro
bills during the past three weeks
of campaigning. The Tory Leader
has promised to fire Hydro One’s
chief executive and reduce bills
by 12 per cent, largely by shifting
costs to taxpayers. Ms. Horwath
has said she would cut hydro bills
by 30 per cent and buy back Hy-
dro One’s shares to make the util-
ity a government-owned entity
again.

Wynne voices regret over electricity prices
Liberal Leader says 
she should have
handled the issue
differently, concedes
her party’s third-place
position in the polls

JUSTIN GIOVANNETTI 

Ontario Liberal Leader
Kathleen Wynne, seen 
at The Globe and Mail’s
offices for an interview,
says she maintains hope
that she can win the 
June 7 provincial
election.
MELISSA TAIT/
THE GLOBE AND MAIL

K
athleen Wynne was responding to a
question about her opponent’s claim
that he would revive Ontario’s tradi-
tional manufacturing sector, largely

through a corporate tax cut, when she invoked
“Doug Ford’s notion that somehow he can turn
back the clock to 1965.”

It was an unusually apt off-the-cuff assess-
ment of one politician by another, during a
Tuesday visit by the Liberal Leader to The Globe
and Mail’s editorial board, that could have been
applied much more broadly to the nature of Mr.
Ford’s pitch to become Ontario’s next premier.

Whereas some leaders promise to usher
their countries or provinces or cities into a
brave new future, Mr. Ford is a nostalgia candi-
date. You can see it not just in his economic
messaging, but in his vows to roll back both the
mathematics and sexual-educa-
tion curriculums now taught in
schools, stop worrying so much
about climate change, make
“buck a beer” a thing again. And
you can hear it, in the tone he us-
es to make his underlying case for
returning to a simpler time, in
which people can get ahead just
by working hard, so long as gov-
ernment elites get out of their
way. 

It’s hard to disagree with Ms.
Wynne’s description during Tuesday’s meeting
of this appeal (the economic part, at least) as
“illusory.” There has been so much change
across not just Ontario but the Western world
since the 20th century – because of technology,
globalization, shifting demographics, urban-
ization, changing social mores and recognition
of how unequal life was back in the good old
days – that it’s highly improbable any provin-
cial politician is going to turn back the clock.

But it’s also easy to understand why the Pro-
gressive Conservative Leader’s back-to-the-fu-
ture populism resonates with Ontarians who
feel left behind by all the change – albeit fewer,
based on recent polls, than his campaign team
initially anticipated. And likewise to grasp why
the Liberals’ attempts to be more forward-look-
ing have proved a hard sell, even among people
who know what Mr. Ford is offering is too good
to be true.

The left-behind voters are not in short sup-
ply. They’re easiest to find in smaller cities, es-
pecially in Southwestern Ontario, where big
factories no longer provide stable and well-pay-
ing jobs, and younger people with opportuni-
ties have fled. But they’re in the Greater Toron-
to Area, too – families grappling with the cost of
living rising faster than wages, immigrants un-
able to advance past low-paying jobs, commu-

ters who feel they’re living in their cars rather
than with their families, older generations fear-
ing for younger ones as they themselves strug-
gle to adapt to the digital age.

Few politicians speak as thoughtfully about
these challenges, in a setting such as an edito-
rial-board meeting, as Ms. Wynne. She can draw
on an ambitious (and expensive) array of pol-
icies her government has recently introduced –
among them a higher minimum wage, a basic-
income pilot, free tuition for students from
lower-income families, elimination of pre-
school fees. And she knows her way around the
weeds discussing the evolution of regional de-
velopment funds or other more granular ways
an activist government tries to help with transi-
tion.

But the farther she is from a downtown To-
ronto boardroom, the more Ms. Wynne has de-
veloped an image as someone who can’t under-
stand what Ontarians are going through, be-
cause she’s too busy talking down to them.

Some of the dismissal of her as a school
marm is sexist, and voters have all sorts of oth-

er reasons for irrationally strong
negative feelings toward certain
politicians. 

But by her own admission, Ms.
Wynne was too slow to recognize
how financially squeezed Ontar-
ians felt by her government’s en-
ergy policies, and there has been
a righteousness to her defence of
some of her biggest policies – cap-
and-trade, minimum wage – that
can cast people who feel adverse-
ly affected by them as troglodytes.

However her new “sorry, not sorry” defence of
her record is intended, it probably only con-
firms to many people that she’s smugly out of
touch.

Also: It would be tough for any leader of a
party in power nearly 15 years to win voters’
trust to confront struggles that have mounted
over that time. People who don’t like the pre-
sent, and don’t want to go back to the past, are
inclined to turn to someone else offering new
things.

In this campaign, that seems to be Andrea
Horwath. The NDP Leader is not as cerebral as
Ms. Wynne about socio-economic moderniza-
tion, and her party’s more rigid ideology may
leave less room to be nimble. But she’s propos-
ing variations of many recent Liberal policies –
in some cases, such as pharmacare expansion,
more ambitiously – while tapping into the left-
behind feelings without having contributed to
them.

The New Democrats’ surge in the polls this
campaign, while Mr. Ford’s Tories slide, may be
cold comfort to Ms. Wynne as her Liberals run
third. 

But if her government becomes history on
June 7, she may one day appreciate that Ontar-
ians didn’t just try to go back to what came be-
fore it.

Liberal Leader is well aware 
of what Ford’s Tories are selling 

It would be tough
for any leader of 
a party in power
nearly 15 years 

to win voters’ trust
to confront struggles
that have mounted

over that time.

ADAM
RADWANSKI

OPINION With Ontario’s election just
more than a week away, Doug
Ford has yet to present a fully
costed platform for his party de-
spite repeated calls from his op-
ponents to show his plan for the
province.

At a news conference in Port
Colborne, Ont., on Tuesday, the
Progressive Conservative Leader
was asked repeatedly when he
would lay out how he intends to
fund the billions in promises he
has made during the campaign,
but would only say that it will be
before the June 7 vote.

Mr. Ford said he has already
presented his plan through pol-
icy announcements in recent
weeks, but none of those an-
nouncements explains exactly
where the money will come
from. The former Toronto city
councillor has consistently said
he will trim 4 per cent of the pro-
vincial budget without cutting
any jobs. “We have a plan, we’ve
put a price tag beside every sin-
gle item … but by the end of this
campaign, we will have a fully
costed platform,” he said.

When pressed further, he re-
ferred reporters to his party’s
campaign website. “Go to onta-
riopc.com, go online … you’re
going to see our plan, a great
plan, a plan for the people.”

The website – ontariopc.ca –
has a section titled “platform”
that shows images of Mr. Ford
and others with labels such as
“stop the carbon tax” and “audit
Kathleen Wynne” that link to the
party’s various campaign prom-
ises. Under the section called
“balance the budget,” the site
says, “our kids shouldn’t have to
pay for Kathleen Wynne’s mis-
takes. It’s time to respect the tax-
payer and balance the budget!”

The Tories, who had a hefty
lead in the polls going into the
campaign, are now competing
with the NDP for first place.

NDP Leader Andrea Horwath
compared Mr. Ford’s lack of plat-
form to asking someone to sign a
contract without the numbers
filled in. 

“I think not only is it shameful
that they haven’t put a platform
out but it’s insulting to voters.
People are already at the polls.

Folks are already voting in the
advance polls,” she said. 

Liberal Leader Kathleen
Wynne also said it was disre-
spectful for Mr. Ford to keep vot-
ers in the dark.

“It’s challenging for the people
of the province to know exactly
where he’s coming from. It’s dis-
respectful to the people of the
province. We’ve had to be very
very clear for five years about ex-
actly what it is we are doing and
that’s the way it should be.”

The Liberals released what
they said is a tally of all the an-
nouncements and promises Mr.
Ford has made over the cam-
paign, which they said amount
to a $40-billion gap over three
years.

That the Tories have come this
far without presenting a costed
plan “raises a lot of alarm bells,”
but is also in keeping with the
overall tone of their campaign,
which has seen candidates large-
ly avoid debates, said Myer Sie-
miatycki, a professor of politics
at Toronto’s Ryerson University.

It will be difficult to balance
the party’s campaign commit-
ments with the province’s reve-
nue, he said.

“Because of its inherent diffi-
culty, I suspect what’s going to
happen is we are going to get a
release of something that will be
called a program and budget as
close to the election date as the
Conservatives feel they can get
away with, leaving as little time
as possible for criticism, for eval-
uation, for number-checking and
accounting of money in and
money out.”

“This does not reflect well on
how a deliberate, thoughtful,
open election campaign should
be run and I think it kind of sug-
gests that if we’re not getting
transparency when they’re trying
to win our confidence and our
votes, what’s it going to be like …
once they have a mandate?”

Had the Tories maintained
their comfortable lead, they
might not have felt the need to
issue a platform at all and simply
appealed to people’s trust, he
said. The fact that they appear to
recognize the need to put some-
thing out now suggests they
know their support has eroded
somewhat, he said.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Ford defends lack of 
full campaign platform

PAOLA LORIGGIO 
PORT COLBORNE, ONT.
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F
inally, someone in Ontario
not upset over hydro costs.

That, of course, would be
because David Hoover doesn’t
use any. Nor do any of the dozen
or so Mennonite families that
four years ago relocated to the Ot-
tawa Valley from Southwestern
Ontario and dramatically trans-
formed several rundown and ne-
glected farms around the village
of Douglas into thriving, electric-
ity-free operations.

“We have no problem with the
government,” Mr. Hoover says.
“We pray for the government ev-
ery day.” The small Mennonite
community will pray – but not
vote – on June 7. Others not vot-
ing are more likely to curse.

The young in the riding of Ren-
frew-Nipissing-Pembroke are far
from engaged in this strange pro-
vincial election that will ultimate-
ly be decided by those who are
against rather than those who are
for. “If you’re going to make
promises,” 22-year-old Emerson
Charitable of Eganville says, “at
least live up to them.”

Mr. Charitable will not bother
voting. He sees no point in it and-
trusts no politician. As for 19-year-
old Nathan Lindsay, also of Egan-
ville, he intends to pass on his
first opportunity to cast a ballot.

“I’ll probably go fishing,” he
says. 

The riding of Renfrew-Nipiss-
ing-Pembroke runs through the
stark, beautiful and unyielding
Canadian Shield from the Ottawa
River to the eastern boundary of
Algonquin Park. It is four times
the size of Prince Edward Island, a
vast constituency of forestry and
farms, villages, small towns and
two significant population cen-
tres, Pembroke and Renfrew.

It has such a deep conservative
streak that it was here in Eastern
Ontario that the Canadian Alli-
ance broke through federally in
2000. Cheryl Gallant has been re-
elected, as a Conservative, five
times since.

Provincially, the riding has
been held by John Yakabuski
since 2003. The 60-year-old Con-
servative is so entrenched and
liked in the riding – he not only
attends most social events, he
sings at them – that he is, once
again, the heavy favourite. 

As more than one local put it
during a Globe and Mail trek
through the riding last week, “If
God was running here, he’d be
runner-up.”

“I never take anything for
granted,” Mr. Yakabuski says.
“But the response I’ve been get-
ting has been very positive.” 

If Mr. Yakabuski has any prob-
lem here, it may be with his lead-
er, Doug Ford. Although Mr. Ford
came to Renfrew early in the cam-
paign and packed a hall with
roughly 1,000 supporters, many
say the crowd turned out to sup-
port Mr. Yakabuski and to take
their own measure of this un-

known man from distant, in
more ways than one, Toronto.

“He was tremendously gra-
cious,” Mr. Yakabuski says of Mr.
Ford. “He stayed until he’d shak-
en every hand in the place.” 

Jackie Agnew of the Renfrew
County Housing Corp. will carry
the Liberal banner into the elec-
tion. She says she hears one con-
stant refrain when going door to
door: “They don’t want Doug
Ford.” It also appears that they
don’t want Kathleen Wynne, and
Ms. Agnew is quick to acknowl-
edge a general unhappiness with
the Liberal Leader and current
Premier.

“I just try to explain the facts to
them,” Ms Agnew says. The Liber-
al government, she says, has had
to pay for infrastructure, hydro
included, that was neglected or
slashed during a previous Conser-
vative government. That the Lib-
erals have held power for 15 years,
not surprisingly, makes this a dif-
ficult argument.

Ethel LaValley, a former mayor
for the village of Whitney, is run-
ning for the New Democratic Par-
ty, and says, “The people I talk to
have nothing against John Yaka-

buski, but they want change.”
And that change, she is con-
vinced, does not involve Mr. Ford.
“This guy’s scary,” she says.

Ish Theilheimer, a local musi-
cian and writer who ran in four
previous provincial elections for
the NDP, believes that Ms. LaVal-
ley, a member of the Algonquins
of Pikwakanagan, is a “great can-
didate. It’s great to have an abo-
riginal woman running for us and
such an effective person. She’s
overcome a lot of adversity.”

The question is, of course, can
she overcome the local popular-
ity of Mr. Yakabuski and get the
provincial desire for change to go
to her side rather than the Con-
servatives? There are undecided
voters in Renfrew-Nipissing-Pem-
broke. Sam Coulas, a 26-year-old
teacher’s assistant who lives in
Renfrew, says she is determined
to vote but uncertain as to where
that vote might go.

“I’ll have to do some research,”
she says. There are multiple local
issues – mental-health care, se-
niors care, dead zones for WiFi
that affect businesses, the contin-
ued widening of Highway 17 to
four lanes – but leadership re-

mains the one constant. Will On-
tario choose to go with Mr. Ford,
stick with Ms. Wynne – or shift to
the NDP leadership of Andrea
Horwath?

Sean Conway, who held part of
this riding (Renfrew North, be-
fore it was redrawn) for the Liber-
als for 28 years and served as edu-
cation minister in the David Pe-
terson government, says Mr. Ya-
kabuski, his cousin, has nothing
to worry about. He also says it’s
entirely possible that Mr. Ford’s
populist personality might “play
well” in places such as Wilno and
Killaloe and Round Lake Centre.

“They like their politicians col-
ourful and a bit independent,”
says Mr. Conway, now a university
lecturer. “John’s dad, Paul Yaka-
buski, Jim Dempsey and the leg-
endary Jimmy Maloney were
three very popular and – in their
own ways – very colourful politic-
ians from that area.” 

The senior Mr. Yakabuski held
his seat for 24 years, 1963-87, Mr.
Dempsey from 1945-55 and Mr.
Maloney from 1956-61. All were
Conservatives.

Jim Bennett, 75, a semi-retired
trucker who lives in Eganville,
says he’ll be voting Conservative
because he always does. And be-
sides, his wife, Merna, grew up
near John Yakabuski’s wife, Vicky,
in nearby Augsburg, a tiny com-
munity not far from the Bon-
nechere River.

“Any time you’ve got a prob-
lem,” he says, “John’s always
there to help. I think we’ve been
well-blessed around here.”

A few miles along Highway 60,
at a baseball diamond on the out-
skirts of Renfrew, Frank Belanger
is putting his team of Special
Olympians through a softball
practice. 

The 69-year-old has spent his
life working and volunteering
with those with special needs. He
considers himself a natural NDP
supporter, as his father was, but
he also has great admiration for
Mr. Yakabuski.

“He’s never lost an election,
you know,” Mr. Belanger says. “I’d
vote for him myself – if Doug Ford
wasn’t involved.”

Why this Ottawa-area riding is dreading election day

Emerson Charitable, who doesn’t plan on voting in the coming provincial election, stands in Eganville, Ont., 
on May 24. Eganville is in the Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke riding, where Conservative incumbent John
Yakabuski is expected to win easily. FRED LUM/THE GLOBE AND MAIL

Renfrew-Nipissing-
Pembroke is a Tory
bastion, but residents
are uneasy about
bringing Ford to power

ROY MACGREGOR DOUGLAS, ONT.

ONTARIO ELECTION 2018
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O
ttawa is betting big on a
politically divisive pipe-
line project, spending

$4.5-billion to buy the Trans
Mountain expansion from Kin-
der Morgan. Finance Minister Bill
Morneau, who announced the
move Tuesday, calls the deal “the
best way to protect thousands of
good, well-paying jobs.” But big
questions still remain about how
the Trudeau government will
handle B.C. and First Nations’ op-
position to the pipeline, and
when and how the pipeline will
be built. 

What Ottawa has said 
it will do 

What Ottawa’s spending: The
purchase price negotiated be-
tween Texas-based Kinder Mor-
gan and Canada’s government is
$4.5-billion, but that doesn’t in-
clude the construction and la-
bour costs, so taxpayers will like-
ly pay much more.
What it’s buying: The deal gives
Ottawa control over the existing
pipeline, the expansion project
and the Burnaby marine termi-
nal under a Crown corporation.
The government plans to seek a
buyer to eventually put Trans
Mountain back into private
hands, but Mr. Morneau said it
also reserves the right to buy
back the project it is working to
build.
What it’s indemnifying: Mr.
Morneau said the government
will shelter the project against
potential losses owing to the B.C.
government’s political opposi-
tion, until a new owner is found.
Who’s pitching in: Alberta is
providing an “emergency fund”
for Trans Mountain, the Trudeau
government says, and is getting
equity or profit-sharing in return.

Trans Mountain: What it is
and why Ottawa’s buying it 

Trans Mountain is a decades-old
pipeline system that can current-
ly carry 300,000 barrels a day of
oil from Edmonton to Burnaby,
B.C. Its owner, Kinder Morgan,
has been trying for six years to
thread new pipes alongside the
existing ones, at a cost of $7.4-
billion. The expansion would
nearly triple Trans Mountain’s
capacity, increase tanker traffic
off the B.C. coast sevenfold – and
many fear that puts B.C. at risk of

catastrophic oil spills.
From the beginning, many

First Nations along the route
have been vehemently opposed
to the pipeline. The province
came around to that position,
too, when NDP Premier John
Horgan came to power in 2017,
supported by the Green Party in
opposition to the project, which
his Liberal predecessor Christy
Clark signed off on.

Political opposition to Trans
Mountain gave Kinder Morgan
second thoughts about the pro-
ject, and in April, it gave Ottawa
and B.C. an ultimatum: Reach a
deal by May 31 or we’ll walk away.
Two days before that deadline,
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s
government announced in Otta-
wa that it would buy Trans
Mountain from Kinder Morgan
and build it themselves.

What is a Crown
corporation? 

A Crown corporation is a state-
owned enterprise, something in
between a regular corporation
(which is accountable to private
owners or shareholders) and a
government department (which
is closely overseen by politicians
instead of being allowed to run
as a business). The federal and
provincial governments use
Crown corporations to do things
they believe would benefit the
public, but likely wouldn’t get
done, or done as well, by a for-

profit company. Minting coins is
a good example: Parliament
wouldn’t let a private company
have exclusive control of making
Canada’s legal currency, so that
work is done by a Crown corpo-
ration, the Royal Canadian Mint.

Some Crown corporations are
designed to run off government
funding and be above the profit
motive, but others – sometimes
called enterprise Crown corpora-
tions – have to make their mon-
ey only from the goods and ser-
vices they sell. Crown corpora-
tions can also own other compa-
nies as private subsidiaries, or
make loans and contracts with
private businesses.

Crown corporations and
Canadian energy: A history

Several provinces have Crown
corporations for their energy sec-
tors: There’s the B.C. Oil and Gas
Commission, which is a regulato-
ry agency, and the Alberta Pet-
roleum Marketing Commission,
which handles the province’s oil-
related royalties and works to ex-
pand Alberta’s access to global
energy markets. But the federal
government has been out of the
oil business for a while – and it
was originally a Trudeau who got
them into it.

In the early 1970s, the world
was in an energy crisis: Political
developments in the Middle East
sent prices skyrocketing, creating
an opportunity for oil producers

in Alberta – and the government
of then prime minister Pierre
Trudeau wanted to make sure
Canada would get a share of the
benefits. Parliament passed legis-
lation in 1975 to create a Crown
corporation, called Petro-Cana-
da, that took over federal stakes
in two private oil companies.
Over the years, it acquired other
companies and opened up new
oil fields in Western and Atlantic
Canada. But under the Progres-
sive Conservative government of
Brian Mulroney, Ottawa began
piecemeal privatization of Petro-
Canada. The company still exists
today, but as a private subsidiary
of Suncor Energy.

What’s Ottawa’s endgame
on Trans Mountain?

The federal government says it
doesn’t intend to be Trans Moun-
tain’s landlord forever: It is reac-
hing out to potential investors to
take over the project. Mr. Mor-
neau suggested the Alberta gov-
ernment, Indigenous groups or
pension funds would be interest-
ed. Alberta’s Premier Rachel Not-
ley hailed Tuesday’s announce-
ment, saying that, together as in-
vestors, Ottawa and Alberta will
not back off in the face of politi-
cal opposition. But B.C. Premier
John Horgan said his concerns
about the pipeline still stand.

Compiled by Globe staff with a
report from The Canadian Press

A guide to Ottawa’s decision 
to buy Trans Mountain 
The Globe looks at 
key points surrounding
Trudeau government’s
$4.5-billion deal to 
purchase pipeline 
from Kinder Morgan

Kinder Morgan's Trans Mountain
marine terminal in Burnaby, B.C., is
seen on Tuesday, the same day the
Trudeau government announced
that it would buy the pipeline
system from Kinder Morgan and 
build it themselves.
JONATHAN HAYWARD/
THE CANADIAN PRESS
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Ottawa’s decision to nationalize the Trans Mountain pipe-
line project and get the bulldozers rolling this summer has
transformed the opposition on B.C.’s coast: The fight is no
longer with a Texas oil giant − this is now Justin Trudeau’s
pipeline.

“All hell is about to break loose in British Columbia,” said
long-time environmental activist Tzeporah Berman, who
knocked on doors for the federal Liberals in British Colum-
bia in 2015, helping Mr. Trudeau secure a decisive majority
government, including 18 seats in Canada’s westernmost
province.

“After a decade of the Harper government, I thought he
was a dream come true,” Ms. Berman said on Tuesday, echo-
ing the outraged disappointment of environmentalists and
Indigenous leaders who have vowed to continue the fight. 

Within hours of the announcement, opponents had orga-
nized a rally. Ms. Berman, a former adviser on oil sands de-
velopment to Alberta Premier Rachel Notley, was scheduled
to speak alongside Vancouver’s Mayor Gregor Robertson
and Indigenous leaders from across the country.

Environmentalists jumped on the Trudeau bandwagon
because the Liberal Leader had promised to respect Indige-
nous rights, fight climate change and end fossil-fuel sub-
sidies. In his international debut as Prime Minister, Mr. Tru-
deau was accorded rock star status at the United Nations
climate conference in Paris in December, 2015.

Now, activists see his decision on Tuesday as a betrayal.
With plans to renew construction activity this summer, the
protest movement around this pipeline promises to be heat-
ed.

Opponents see Kinder Morgan’s decision to sell the pipe-
line as a victory of sorts, claiming that their grassroots oppo-
sition has chased away private investors. Now, however,
their energy is directed at a Prime Minister who they once
saw as an ally.

“This is a betrayal by a government who ran on a hopeful
vision for a better future,” said Andrew Weaver, the B.C.
Green Party Leader.

However, leaders of First Na-
tions that signed economic
agreements with Kinder Morgan
welcomed the decision. “This is
an opportunity for our young
families to get training and jobs,
to build homes and careers,” said
Chief Ernie Crey of the Cheam
First Nation.

Monica Gattinger, director of
the University of Ottawa’s Insti-
tute for Science, Society and Pol-
icy, said her polling research

shows strong national support for federal intervention to
support the pipeline.

“The vast majority of Canadians believe that Canada
should develop its oil and gas resources, that it can be done
responsibly,” she said, “and that the federal government
should be leading decision-making on these issues.” 

West Coast opponents of the pipeline, on the other hand,
are incensed that their own tax dollars are being used to
force the project through.

Peter McCartney, climate campaigner for the Wilderness
Committee, warned that an oil company owned by the gov-
ernment of Canada will now be “dragging protesting Indige-
nous youth off their own territory to make way for its reck-
less pipeline and tanker project.” 

Will George, a spokesman for the Tsleil-Waututh First Na-
tion, which has led resistance to the project, said the federal
takeover guarantees a broader coalition of opposition in the
coming months. 

“We’re going to gather more allies within the nations of
B.C. and across Canada,” he said. “Now it’s everybody’s prob-
lem.”

B.C. Premier John Horgan told reporters in Victoria he will
continue to seek ways to limit the flow of oil through the
pipeline. Mr. Horgan said Mr. Trudeau’s commitments to
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples are coming to an un-
avoidable conflict with this pipeline.

He notes the key hurdle now is a federal Court of Appeal
challenge that revolves around Indigenous rights and title:
“That is the larger issue that has been skated [past] by both
Alberta and the federal government and at some point in
the very near future, they are going to have to come to terms
with that.” 

More than 200 people have been arrested already at a
Kinder Morgan facility in Burnaby, B.C. But the next pro-
tester who is arrested will be handcuffed in the name of Mr.
Trudeau and his Liberals, University of B.C. political scientist
Kathryn Harrison said. 

“And when the next oil leak happens, it will be Justin
Trudeau’s oil leak. There are a lot of political risks for the
federal Liberals,” she said.

Trudeau goes from
environmental ally 
to protest target 
JUSTINE HUNTER VICTORIA

T
his was the last chance for
years. If there was going to
be a pipeline to carry Al-

berta oil to the ocean in the next
decade or so, the only option left
was to put public money into
Trans Mountain. 

When it came to it, with bad
options and little time, the Liber-
al government of Justin Trudeau
took a big political gamble: It
bought the pipeline. And Mr.
Trudeau put his government on
the line.

The Liberal government
doesn’t want to own a pipeline
for long, as Finance Minister Bill
Morneau made clear. It wants to
flip it to private investors, prefer-
ably even before Ottawa takes
ownership of the Trans Moun-

tain pipeline in August. 
But the government has

bought it, at least for now, for
$4.5-billion, and with it come all
the risks of cost overruns or legal
challenges and the awkward dis-
comfort of angry protests – now
doubly damaging because the
operator of said pipeline reports
to one Justin Pierre James Tru-
deau, Esq.

It’s not really a massive fiscal
risk for a national government.
The purchase includes an exist-
ing, money-making pipeline that
can be resold if the expansion is
somehow blocked. Even a worst-
case scenario, where money is
sunk into construction before a
court halts it, won’t destroy the
bottom line of a federal govern-
ment that spends $338-billion a
year. 

But it’s a rare level of political
risk. Voters will judge the Tru-
deau government’s competence
harshly if it goes awry. 

The deal is already unpopular.
Opinion polls show that a major-
ity of Canadians favour the pipe-
line project, but most don’t want
the government to put taxpayer
money in it.

But there wasn’t, for all the
claims to the contrary, some oth-
er magic-wand way to make con-
struction of the Trans Mountain
expansion go ahead.

This pipeline crisis was
sparked, let’s recall, when the
company promoting the expan-
sion, Kinder Morgan, announced
April 8 that it would pull out un-
less it could be certain that the
B.C. government’s legal threats
would not block the project –
and short of B.C. dropping its ob-
jections, there was no way to to
provide legal certainty by the
May 31 deadline.

By the time that deadline ap-
proached, it wasn’t just a generic
pipeline at stake. The cost of do-
ing nothing was high: a festering
dispute between Alberta and
B.C., a loss of investor confi-
dence, the precedent of provin-
cial threats blocking a federally

approved major project – all
over and above the lost jobs and
the Alberta oil patch concern
about the discount on land-
locked oil.

And for Mr. Trudeau, his
grand bargain on energy and en-
vironment was at stake – he in-
sisted a pipeline to tidewater
must go together with measures,
such as carbon taxes, to con-
strain greenhouse gas emissions.

Buying the pipeline has given
critics a broader target. His polit-
ical opponents in Ottawa are all
against it. 

NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh,
who once waffled, is now wholly
against the pipeline. He called
the deal an “investment in the
past.” 

Conservative Leader Andrew
Scheer insisted that Mr. Trudeau
should have done something to
assert federal jurisdiction or
speed up court references in-
stead of buying the pipeline –
but his Conservatives have never
been able to explain just what
magical power Ottawa could use
to quickly pre-empt, once and
for all, all the legal claims B.C.
might potentially raise.

It is true that Mr. Trudeau had
left himself few options. He
quashed another proposed pipe-
line to the Pacific, Northern
Gateway (although it was prob-
ably doomed anyway), and set
up a stiffer review process that
was cited by promoter Trans
Canada when it cancelled its pro-
posed Energy East pipeline to
New Brunswick. Trans Mountain
was his last chance for a pipeline
to tidewater.

And it was a big chance. If the
government can do what it
hopes to – start construction in
earnest this summer, and quick-
ly sell all or part of the pipeline
to private investors – it could
end as a triumph.

If construction is delayed, if
costs rise, if outstanding legal
challenges become concrete ob-
stacles, if private investors won’t
buy in, the Liberals’ critics are
lining up to call it a stupid waste.

This was Mr. Trudeau’s only
way out of a corner – a last
chance at a pipeline, a needed
move to soothe investor nerves,
and settle an interprovincial dis-
pute – but he still had to take a
big, risky leap to get out.

Trudeau takes big risk on Trans Mountain,
but it was the Liberals’ only decent option

Alberta Premier Rachel Notley, centre, flashes a smile during a news conference after speaking about the
Kinder Morgan pipeline expansion project in Edmonton on Tuesday. JASON FRANSON/THE CANADIAN PRESS

CAMPBELL
CLARK

ANALYSIS

Top: Protesters opposed to the expansion of the Trans Mountain pipeline block an entrance to the Westridge
Marine Terminal in Burnaby, B.C., on Feb. 8. Above: Premier John Horgan provides an update in Victoria on
Tuesday after the Trudeau government announced its plan to buy the pipeline.
TOP: DARRYL DYCK/THE GLOBE AND MAIL; ABOVE: CHAD HIPOLITO/THE CANADIAN PRESS
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Voters will judge the
Trudeau government’s

competence harshly if it
goes awry. 

This is a betrayal by
a government who
ran on a hopeful
vision for a better
future.

ANDREW WEAVER 
B.C. GREEN PARTY LEADER
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W
hen Prime Minister Justin Trudeau kept telling

Canadians, “We are going to get the pipeline

built,” they probably didn’t think that by “we” he

meant them. They saw it as more of a royal “we” that referred

to his government’s efforts to help Kinder Morgan complete

the expansion of the Trans Mountain pipeline on budget.

But no. Ottawa announced Tuesday that it will lend Kinder

Morgan money to ensure that construction scheduled for

this summer begins on time, and will furthermore buy the

pipeline from the Texas company for $4.5-billion. The gov-

ernment expects to become the owner of the existing pipe-

line by August, and to bear the cost of completing the expan-

sion that has been pegged at more than $7-billion.

In the meantime, Ottawa will look for another company to

buy the pipeline, but in all likelihood that will take years. It’s

safe to say the Government of Canada will still be in the pipe-

line business after the general election in 2019.

That means the Canadian taxpayer is financially implicat-

ed in the political war between Ottawa and the government

of British Columbia, which is nothing anyone ever voted for.

Plus, there is a whiff of economic nationalism to the decision,

and with that a worry that foreign investors are having sec-

ond thoughts about Canada.

Kinder Morgan effectively wiped its hands of a potentially

lucrative pipeline project because the politics of this not-

that-united country was putting its shareholders at risk. Oth-

er companies will surely take note.

That said, Ottawa made the only decision it could. Kinder

Morgan’s May 31 deadline for a firm commitment that it

would be able to proceed on schedule was just days away. The

government was out of options.

Its hand was also forced by the B.C. government. Premier

John Horgan’s passive-aggressive campaign to stall the feder-

ally approved pipeline project, in defiance of Ottawa’s consti-

tutional jurisdiction in the matter, had done its intended

damage. 

But just because Ottawa had little choice, it’s not automat-

ically true that it struck a bad deal. It is purchasing hard assets

that have an existing annual revenue stream, and it will own

a company that has the necessary approvals to triple its ca-

pacity. The price is high but, if handled properly, it is arguable

that this deal could be a net benefit to taxpayers.

As well, Ottawa’s rather bold decision has made it clear to

B.C., and anyone else watching, that it will not allow its juris-

diction to be usurped. Kinder Morgan played by all the rules

to get the expansion approved; it became Ottawa’s job to en-

sure that its decision was not blocked by one grandstanding

premier. It did what it had to do.

It is important to remember that getting Alberta’s crude to

more foreign markets is critical to the country’s economic

interests, and that the pipeline expansion has the support of

the majority of people polled in Canada and B.C.

So the issue is not so much what the government has done,

but what will happen next. There are myriad reasons to wor-

ry Ottawa will mishandle this.

Among other things, the Trans Mountain expansion has

sparked demonstrations at which people have been arrested.

That raises the question of whether or not Mr. Trudeau has

the stomach for watching Canadians get manacled on his

government’s behalf, not to mention for telling Indigenous

communities that the pipeline is going through their land

whether they like it or not, or for being attacked for being on

the wrong side in the fight against climate change, one of his

pet issues. He could well decide his best move is to unload the

pipeline at a steep discount to the first taker.

Then there is the fact that governments are captive to dif-

ferent forces than private companies. 

The Trudeau government has staked its political life on

getting this expansion built. That means it will see it through

even if there are changes in the oil market, such as a drop in

demand for Alberta’s heavy bitumen, or a collapse in crude

prices, that make the project economically unviable.

Kinder Morgan would never vow to shareholders that it is

“going to get the pipeline built.” Its only commitment is to

the bottom line.

Mr. Trudeau has other priorities. His focus is partly on

what he can extract from Trans Mountain on behalf of tax-

payers, but mostly on what he can extract in political benefit.

One cancels out the other. We don’t say this maliciously. We

just know how politics works.

Ottawa throws
your money 
at a pipeline

THE NATIONAL INTEREST

Re Morneau Buys A Pipeline, And
Puts Trudeau’s Government On
The Line (online, May 29): Camp-
bell Clark writes that buying the
Trans Mountain pipeline was a
“gutsy” choice. 

It was. And also a necessary
choice, made in the best interests
of the country as a whole, to get a
project that is critical to Canada’s
economic welfare on track. 

Nation-building has never
been for the faint of heart. It’s
great to see the national interest
take precedence over political
self-interest. 

Jean Simpson
Vancouver

The suits in the Alberta oil patch –
and by extension many Alberta
residents – tout the province as a
bastion of free enterprise and the
“less government is best” philos-
ophy. Yet now there’s loud and
prolonged applause in Alberta for
the federal government’s involve-
ment in Kinder Morgan’s pipeline
initiative. Oh, my, what irony! 

The definition of “corporate
welfare” now has a whole new in-
flection. A decision in the “na-
tional interest”? I think not. 

Ken Cuthbertson
Kingston

Finance Minister Bill Morneau’s
announcement is a great deal for
Kinder Morgan. It gets out from
under the burden of a problem-
atic – potentially unprofitable –
pipeline designed to carry unre-
fined bitumen in an era when the
world needs to move away quick-
ly from fossil fuels. 

Of all the energy projects the
federal government could invest
Canadians’ money in, this is the
absolute worst. After Prime Min-
ister Justin Trudeau’s support for
the Paris climate accord, this is a
giant embarrassment, especially
when the world needs countries
to take a leadership role in pro-
moting energy alternatives.

Time to start a nationwide pet-
ition to reverse this disastrous de-
cision.

Gayle Neilson
Gibsons, B.C.

SOUNDS DELIGHTFUL

Re Why Quebec’s Literary Culture
Is So Much Fun (Arts, May 26): I
was born, raised in Toronto.
Spent 33 years in Montreal over
my life, working for CBC Radio
and TV in Quebec as a producer,
director/writer. 

I am a lifelong reader, mainly
fiction, as I find it often explores
truth better than other genres.

I do listen to CBC Radio, and I
follow Canada Reads. My heart
kind of sinks each year when I
hear the earnest, valid choices
proposed. I dutifully read most of
them.

Where has the joy gone in

reading? Surely we are to be al-
lowed the rejoicing to be found in
very fine writing, clever phrasing,
humour, repartee between char-
acters. And surely we are allowed
to also enjoy literature.

What Canada Reads proposes
is very fine prose. But, oh, golly,
we need a little relief from the
dire straits of our world from time
to time. An escape from grim and
purposeful. The news of our
times. 

So my thanks to Russell Smith
for showing us that we do not
have to be dour all the time. Com-
bat des Livres sounds delightful –
a description we do not use often
in today’s world.

I think it is legitimate to lighten
our hearts. Surely it is.

Judith Murray
Burlington, Ont.

CURB SCREEN DANGER

I wonder how many readers are
as nervous as I am that In-Car
Screens Have Room To Grow
(Drive, May 25). Along with news
of the proliferation and increas-
ing size of screens that have to be
looked at and/or touched for to-
day’s drivers to get around, we’re
also told that as long ago as 1990
we were warned that such things
“violate the First Commandment
of ergonomics – you must take
your eyes off the road to make
any adjustments.” 

The article goes on to ask, “If
it’s illegal to drive while holding
an iPad because it’s too distract-
ing, how is it safe to use an iPad-
sized screen mounted on the
dashboard?”

It’s probably too much to hope
that politicians will do anything
to apply some rationality to this
situation, so it’s up to drivers with
a brain to keep their eyes on the
road … so they can watch out for
those who can’t leave their televi-
sion obsession at home.

Dave Ashby
Toronto

WHEN DEMOCRACY KICKS IN

Your editorial, Cleaning Up After
The Party (May 28), suggests it’s
perhaps time to regulate nomina-
tion contests under existing fed-
eral and provincial election-over-
sight bodies.

Political parties are private as-
sociations, free to associate under
any administrative rules they
choose – including the one in ma-
jor parties that lets the leader ve-
to any nomination result, regard-
less of how democratic the proc-
ess was, or appeared to be.

Your editorialists seem to have
borrowed municipal govern-
ment-style problem solving: Cre-
ate a new problem to bury or blur
the existing one. 

The real answer lies in restor-
ing community elections to only
the resident citizens; remove po-

litical affiliation from the ballot,
and reform the federal and pro-
vincial election acts to remove
the political party advantages.

Since only some 5 per cent of
us join those private clubs, why
do they have a 95-per-cent head
start in our so-called democracy?

Gregory Lang
Toronto

Your editorial has it exactly
wrong: It is the attempt to be
“more democratic” that has led
political parties astray in their
nomination processes. 

It is the efforts to broaden the
base and give everyone a vote
that have led to instant members
and banana republic shenani-
gans. A party seeking to win an
election should select a candidate
who is best able to represent its
philosophy and platform, and the
party would be advised to main-
tain tight control over the selec-
tion process. 

Obviously, there may be dis-
agreement between riding execu-
tives and party central about who
the nominee should be, but that
should be of concern only to the
party and its stalwarts, not to the
general public. 

The general public will have its
say when the election takes place.
That’s when democracy kicks in.

Peter Conroy
Ottawa

POSTINDUSTRIAL WORLD

Re The Ontario The Politicians
Don’t Mention (editorial, May
26): You suggest that a modern
economy for the Rust Belt be built
on education, health care and
technology. 

The bulk of funding for educa-
tion and health care comes from
tax dollars, which would be paid
by employees in the education
and health-care sectors. Welcome
to the postindustrial version of
the perpetual motion machine.

Michael Fuerth
Windsor, Ont.

MONEY MANAGEMENT

Re Green Leader May Pleads
Guilty In Kinder Morgan Protest
Case (May 29): Green Party Lead-
er Elizabeth May pays a measly
$1,500 fine and garners publicity
that would cost tens of thousands
if done through a PR firm. Now
that is money management. 

Is it too late to bring her to On-
tario and make her premier?

Wayne Yetman
Toronto

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The subject who is truly loyal to the chief magistrate will neither advise nor submit to arbitrary measures - Junius

Letters to the Editor should be
exclusive to The Globe and Mail.
Include name, address and daytime
phone number. Keep letters under
150 words. Letters may be edited for
length and clarity. E-mail:
letters@globeandmail.com

KEVIN SIU
MANAGING EDITOR
LONGFORM,FEATURES, OPINION 

SINCLAIR STEWART
DEPUTY EDITOR

DEREK DECLOET
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
EDITOR, REPORT ON BUSINESS

CYNTHIA YOUNG
HEAD OF AUDIENCE

ANGELA PACIENZA
HEAD OF EXPERIENCE

DENNIS CHOQUETTE
HEAD OF ENTERPRISE

TONY KELLER
EDITORIAL PAGE EDITOR

NATASHA HASSAN
OPINION EDITOR

ADRIAN NORRIS
HEAD OF NEWSROOM DEVELOPMENT, 
BUDGETS AND STAFFING

SYLVIA STEAD
PUBLIC EDITOR



WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 2018 | THE GLOBE AND MAIL  . G A13

OPINIONOPINION

I
regret that the Canadian government
rejected the acquisition of the Cana-
dian construction company, Aecon, by
China Communications Construction

Company (CCCC) on national-security
grounds. China does not agree with poli-
ticizing and wantonly using the concept
of national security and opposes adopting
discriminatory policies against Chinese
enterprises. Canada’s rejection of Aecon
shows that Chinese enterprises are suffer-
ing from unfair treatment – and it’s not
the first time.

The rejection will result in much grea-
ter loss for Canada than China. The acqui-
sition offered by CCCC at a premium of
$1.5-billion was definitely good news for
Aecon. It would not only greatly improve
Aecon’s international competitiveness
and tap into its development potential,
but also help increase employment op-
portunities and employee welfare, from
which its shareholders would also benefit.
Yet, the Canadian government made this
impossible, leaving the employees and
shareholders of Aecon disappointed. But
for CCCC, a world construction giant, the
Canadian construction market is insignif-
icant and being rejected for acquiring Ae-
con may only mean that it has saved $1.5-
billion.

We have noticed that since CCCC
reached an acquisition agreement with
Aecon in October last year, the Canadian
media have repeatedly hyped CCCC as one
of the state-owned enterprises of China,
which they described as monsters. These
reports are neither objective nor fair. I
have always stressed that China has no
objection to Canada’s security review of
acquisitions by foreign enterprises. But we
oppose demonizing Chinese state-owned
enterprises and abrasively smearing
them. I have said that slandering Chinese
state-owned enterprises in this way is im-
moral. 

Still, some people are so full of imag-
ination that they claim China’s develop-
ment depends on stealing technologies
from Western countries. I’d like to advise
them to keep calm and think: How could
a country such as China – with a popula-
tion of more than one billion – develop by
solely stealing technologies from other
countries? It would be too arrogant for
someone to think that innovation
capacity is exclusive to western countries.

In fact, China has long been a major
powerhouse of independent innovation.
According to data released by the World
Intellectual Property Organization, China
was the largest holder of newly registered
patents in the world in 2016 and 2017.
These people are advised not to believe
that developing countries will always lag
behind the West. At present, it is an inevi-
table trend for countries to carry out in-
ternational technological co-operation in
the era of globalization. Being complacent
and conservative are not only against the
international trend, but also bound to be
left behind. To maintain the leading posi-
tion in technology fields, Western coun-
tries must run faster, instead of tripping
other countries up and making dirty
tricks. Some people also attack CCCC’s
participation in construction on islands
and reefs in the South China Sea. But this
just proves that CCCC boasts advanced
technology in the infrastructure field. Per-
haps what they are really afraid of is the
strong competitiveness of China’s state-
owned enterprises.

And some people have said that West-
ern standards are global standards in
terms of investment, trade and protection
of intellectual-property rights. Such logic
seems domineering and centres around
the idea that Westerners have the final say
on international rules. On the contrary, I
think that global standards are by no
means Western standards. Using stan-
dards defined by the West that suppress
the progress of developing countries runs
counter to international morality. 

The world is colourful – and Canada
has always boasted diversity and multi-
culturalism. I hope Canadians can em-
brace China as simply a different country
and not regard China as a threat just be-
cause of our differences. Only by getting
rid of such kinds of demons can Canada
relieve the burden, co-operate with China
and come aboard the express train of
China’s development.

China is not a
threat to Canada
– and doesn’t
deserve unfair
treatment
LU SHAYE

OPINION

Chinese ambassador to Canada

Canada has always boasted
diversity and multiculturalism. 
I hope Canadians can embrace

China as simply a different
country and not regard China as

a threat just because of our
differences. 

I
n a stunning turn in an already un-
precedented saga, Finance Minister
Bill Morneau announced on
Tuesday morning that the federal

government will buy the Trans Moun-
tain pipeline expansion project from
Kinder Morgan for $4.5-billion, essen-
tially nationalizing the project.

The agreement, which federal
Natural Resources Minister Jim Carr
said “will help advance Canada as an
energy leader, as a place where good
projects get built,” will do anything
but. The harsh reality is that the agree-
ment is further evidence that Canada is
closed for business when it comes to
investment in our energy sector.

Consider how we got here.
The $7.4-billion Kinder Morgan

project was approved by the federal
government about 18 months ago, after
a five-year approval process that
included environmental assessments
and Indigenous consultations. 

Despite following the legal and reg-
ulatory process to acquire approvals,
the project has been essentially
blocked by the British Columbia gov-
ernment and several court challenges.
Justin Trudeau’s government repeated-
ly promised that the project would be

built, yet failed to take concrete and
timely action, while sending mixed
signals regarding its support. 

The government could have, for
instance, shown leadership by using
legislation to assert – and thus clarify –
its jurisdictional authority over the
project, as interprovincial pipelines are
within federal jurisdiction, according
to the Constitution. Enforcing existing
laws would have both protected the
rule of law and signalled the country’s
dedication to a clear and functional
project-approval process committed to
avoiding undue delays. 

That didn’t happen. And it’s not the
first time the actions (or inaction) of
Mr. Trudeau’s govern-
ment hurt pipeline pro-
jects in Canada. For ex-
ample, the government
rejected the previously
approved $7.9-billion
Northern Gateway pipe-
line in 2016 and imposed
new regulatory hurdles
on TransCanada’s pro-
posed Energy East pro-
ject, which included consideration of
downstream emissions that were nev-
er part of prior assessments. Conse-
quently, TransCanada deemed the
pipeline economically unwise and
scuttled the project after these
changes. 

Canada’s inability or unwillingness
to retain private interest in major ener-
gy projects speaks to the country’s dis-
mal investment climate. Our uncertain
regulatory system, coupled with a lack
of government leadership, is eroding
investor confidence as there are no

guarantees projects will be built even
after receiving necessary regulatory
approval. According to recent data
from the Canadian Association of Pet-
roleum Producers, Canada is no longer
perceived as a reliable place for invest-
ment when compared with our inter-
national counterparts. Specifically,
capital spending in Canada’s oil and
gas industry declined by almost 50 per
cent between 2014 and 2017, whereas
comparable spending in the United
States rose by 38 per cent over the
same period. And crucially, less invest-
ment in the energy sector means fewer
jobs and less prosperity for Canadians.

And yet, despite plummeting inves-
tor confidence in the en-
ergy sector, Mr. Trudeau’s
government chose to add
even more red tape to
Canada’s already onerous
regulatory process. Under
Bill C-69, which is cur-
rently under review in
the House of Commons,
a large number of subjec-
tive criteria – including

the social impact of energy investment
and its gender implications – will be
added to the review process. The pro-
posed changes will make the system
more complex, which will further dis-
courage investment.

Clearly, the federal government has
failed to address the real issues facing
Canada’s energy sector. To make
matters worse, it’s now nationalized
the Trans Mountain project, setting a
troubling precedent. For these major
energy missteps by Ottawa, Canadians
will ultimately pay. 

Ottawa has no one to blame but
itself for Trans Mountain saga
ELMIRA ALIAKBARI 
ASHLEY STEDMAN 

OPINION

Elmira Aliakbari is associate director 
of natural-resource studies and 
Ashley Stedman is a senior policy 
analyst at the Fraser Institute.

The agreement is
further evidence that
Canada is closed for

business when it
comes to investment
in our energy sector.

T
wo giants among American
Republicans are about to move
on. The patrician former presi-
dent George Herbert Walker

Bush and the gallant senator John
McCain are not long for these pastures.
Both men had setbacks and made their
share of wrong turns. But they will leave
high on the party’s honour roll as lead-
ers whose public service was laced with
noble intent more than ideological
prejudice.

They will depart no doubt dis-
illusioned over the state of their party.
Mr. McCain has just put out a book
called The Restless Wave. In describing
himself, he writes “Not a Tea Party Re-
publican. Not a Breitbart Republican.
Not a talk radio or Fox News Republi-
can.” None of those. And not, he adds, an
isolationist Republican or a “protec-
tionist, immigrant-bashing, scapegoat-
ing” one. Mr. Bush would characterize
his conservatism in a similar way.

They must wonder now if the party
they knew will ever return. One of the
unnerving aspects of hard-right pop-
ulist formations is that, once in power,
they become determined to remain
there. Zealotry gives way to authoritar-
ian impulse, to conspiracy theories, to a
willingness to trample over constitu-
tional and democratic norms – all of
which is in evidence in today’s White
House. 

The overthrow of Bush-McCain-
styled conservatism began with the
rightward push and hyperpartisanship
of the Newt Gingrich revolution of the
1990s – his so-called Contract with
America. He faded, but the rabid tend-
encies ratcheted up with the formation
of the Tea Party a decade later. This
movement gave way to the tribalism
that came with Donald Trump’s hijack-
ing of the party.

The trajectory has turned today’s
Republican Party into a retrograde
force, an embarrassment not only for
the likes of Mr. Bush and Mr. McCain, but
conservatives everywhere, Canada in-
cluded.

Has the GOP ever been so reactionary
on so many fronts? Consider 10
examples:

The party’s new nativist, hard-
edged, intolerant approach on immi-
grants, on refugees and on race.

The party’s staunch backing, in the

face of serial mass shootings, of 18th-
century gun rights.

The party’s turn – having once been
the party of free trade – to the parochial-
ism of protectionism.

Its campaign against broadened
health-care coverage for Americans
through Obamacare.

Its rejection of the science of climate
change and its stripping down of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency.

The administration’s tax cuts, which
cater mostly to the rich and its heavy
government spending which, while fly-
ing in the face of the fiscal probity the
party once cherished, in-
vites runaway deficits.

Its return to the Cold
War mentality on defence
spending, on nuclear pro-
liferation, on a new arms
race.

Its draconian ap-
proach to criminal justice
and judicial appoint-
ments of far-right political
persuasion.

Its hidebound in-
stincts on gender rights
and religion.

In the domain of democratic rights,
the attack of Mr. Trump’s White House
on law-enforcement agencies and the
free press.

There’s no need to wonder why tradi-
tional conservatives shudder at what
their party has become. But don’t blame
just the party or Mr. Trump. It’s what the
American people – half the population
or thereabouts – want, as demonstrated
by their election and support of this

President. Two-and-a-half centuries
after the founding of the country, Amer-
icans are aligned with these values.

Two solitudes, you might say, charac-
terize the country’s political culture.
The medievalists and the modernists.
The latter are uninspiringly represented
by the blurry Democrats, a party that,
for all its problems, has not hardened
into ideological concrete. 

On the latter note, the Republican
trajectory shows no let-up. If Mr. Trump
were to be dethroned, two leading can-
didates to replace him would be Mike
Pence and Ted Cruz. Neither resides far

from the party’s cave-
dwelling precincts.

It’s not only on policy
where the hard-right Re-
publican turn has taken
place but additionally in
respect to tactics – tactics
that border on repressive.
We’ve seen this with Mr.
Trump’s attempted man-
handling of the Justice De-
partment and intelligence
agencies. We saw it in his
appointment of a short-

lived commission to investigate electo-
ral fraud. He did this even though he
won the election. In the event of a loss,
there’s no telling how far he would go
and how far his tribal supporters would
enthusiastically allow him to go.

The degree to which the norms have
shifted from the conservatism of Mr.
Bush and Mr. McCain is remarkable. It
would be welcoming to know there is an
end in sight.

There isn’t.

George Bush Sr., John McCain and 
the good old days of traditional conservatism 

It’s not only on policy 
where the hard-right
Republican turn has taken
place, but additionally 
in respect to tactics that 
border on repressive

LAWRENCE
MARTIN

OPINION

Senator John McCain has just put out a book called The Restless Wave. In describing
himself, he writes ‘Not a Tea Party Republican. Not a Breitbart Republican. Not a talk
radio or Fox News Republican.’ BRIAN SNYDER/REUTERS

WASHINGTON

The degree to which
the norms have
shifted from the

conservatism of Mr.
Bush and Mr. McCain

is remarkable. It
would be welcoming
to know there is an

end in sight.
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T
wo years ago, Denise Wil-
liams spent one glorious
week in Belize. She stayed

on an idyllic seaside property
with 12 rooms surrounding an in-
viting pool. There was staff onsite
to cook meals and a bartender to
mix exotic cocktails. And when
she wasn’t being pampered at the
property, Williams wandered
down to the beach, went snorkell-
ing in the crystal-clear waters and
headed into town to explore. “It
was delightful,” she says.

It sounds like the perfect vaca-
tion. Except that it wasn’t a vaca-
tion. Williams, who lives in Ha-
milton, was in Belize with a dozen
of her colleagues, all of whom
work for Automattic, a distrib-
uted-technology company of
more than 700 remote workers
broken into smaller teams that
meet for regular retreats around
the world.

Corporate retreats sound like a
great way to get out of the office,
get a new perspective with a fresh
location and engage in some
team-building exercises. In real-
ity, they are often the butt of
jokes: a soulless corporate retreat
centre in the woods with me-
diocre food, trust falls, awkward
role playing and maybe an out-
door activity or two. But that’s
changing. The new breed of so-
called workation retreats com-
bines a true vacation-like atmo-
sphere in stunning destinations
with the chance to connect with
your team through meaningful
shared experiences – while also
getting some work done.

Instagram-worthy new options
are now fanning out across the
globe. Wolfhouse (wolfhouse.co),
on Tenerife in the Canary Islands,
combines co-living and co-work-
ing quarters specifically targeted
to groups – complete with luxuri-
ous accommodations, team facil-
itation services and activities
such as standup paddle boarding.
Outsite (outsite.co) combines ful-
ly equipped workspaces and bou-
tique lodging in 14 locations in the
United States, Bali, Portugal and
Costa Rica. And Surf Office (the-
surfoffice.com) offers offsite facil-
ities (mostly in Spain and Portu-
gal) with the promise of curating
unique local experiences. 

Think of these new retreats as a
really expensive foosball table or
all-Champagne happy hour on
Friday afternoons – in other
words, a perk that’s also a sign of
the increasing erasure of any firm
line between personal and profes-
sional lives. “Part of this is just an
increase in the blending of busi-

ness and leisure – especially be-
cause you can now be connected
with a smartphone anywhere in
the world,” says Lauro Ferroni,
global head of hotels and hospi-
tality research for JLL, an invest-
ment-management firm that spe-
cializes in real estate.

A lot of us might be under the
impression that we already spend
too much time with the people we
work with and it’s hard to imagine
that spending more time with
them – in bathing suits – is a good
solution to anything. So there is a
question of whether relocating a
tedious workplace dynamic to,
say, the Bahamas, can indeed
make team-building or strategy-
setting more appealing.

It’s not just the vacation-like at-
mosphere that can make these
trips more effective, but also the
fostered informality and built-in
“hangout time” that marks a
striking difference from the cor-
porate retreats of yesteryear.
“This new generation of retreats is
more effective because they tend
to be more like leisure travel, with
activities and excursions and
staying at resorts, and those sorts
of things do have a positive ef-
fect,” says Andrew Sheivachman,
business travel editor at Skift, a
media company focused on the
travel industry.

Bruno Haid, co-founder of
Roam (roam.co), which provides
co-living/co-working sites for re-
mote individuals and teams in
San Francisco, London, Bali, Mia-
mi and Tokyo, says his aim is to ac-
commodate a more cohesive
group dynamic through a process
that doesn’t feel overwhelming.
Shared common spaces and big
community dinners are at the
core of Roam’s model and activ-
ities might include something
low-key such as breaking into
groups to make pizza from
scratch – the kind of thing that
“won’t exhaust even the intro-
verts,” Haid says.

While exotic retreats have be-
come famous for their appeal to
freelance digital nomads keen to
pound away on their laptops
while sipping Mai Tais in paradise,
these new retreats are also being
designed to complement the
changing nature of even full-time
employment. There’s a growing
global network of remote workers
driving the demand for these
work-play hybrid experiences, as
colleagues who might only be ac-
quainted through e-mail and
Skype are brought together to
build a relationship IRL (in real
life).

Williams says these retreats –
which she describes as half in-per-
son project work and half bond-

ing – have a positive impact that
reverberates for many months
once she returns to her independ-
ent office. “We all work way more
effectively as a team long-dis-
tance once we’ve made those con-
nections in person,” she says.
“You get to see different, more
personal sides of them, to hear
about their families – certainly
more than you would discuss over
Slack at work.”

It’s also possible there’s some
kind of transference involved
with taking a corporate team to an
inspirational place. Melanie
Coates, director of marketing and
business development at New-
foundland’s luxurious Fogo Is-
land Inn (fogoislandinn.ca), says
a special destination can help
prompt creative breakthroughs
and a reassessment of values.
“People catch the spirit here and it
always goes back to the core, to
the spirit and soul of the place,”
she says. “We dig deeper and we
give people the opportunity to dig
deeper. In business, your future is
very dependent on your history
and we afford people the oppor-
tunity to look back to the original
settlers and how they survived.”
It’s particularly effective, she
adds, for groups facing a corpo-
rate takeover.

At Fogo Island Inn, one of the
most popular team-building ex-
ercises is a boat-building session.
“You’ll meet a local builder who’s
kept the tradition of boat building
alive and they’ll introduce the
group to special techniques and
recount the experience of a life
lived between wind and water,”
Coates says. Following that, par-
ticipants take a team-building
guided harbour row in groups of
two. “You’re only as strong as your
weakest link, and that quickly be-
comes very clear when you’re
rowing,” she says.

Co-living and co-working has
already become a major hospital-
ity trend for individuals, so it’s
perhaps no surprise that groups
have followed. Sheivachman also
believes more companies will
look to similar activities as young-
er people coming into the work
force look for an employer whose
values mirror their own. “Compa-
nies can be like: It’s cool, we get
you, so we’re going to spend a
week in Paris that helps build
community and will be fun for
you,” he says.

These kinds of experiences
don’t come cheap, especially
when compared with renting a lo-
cal ballroom and stocking up on
party sandwiches – but there’s
clearly a value proposition for this
kind of investment. Automattic,
for example, promotes the re-

treats heavily in its hiring litera-
ture in the hopes of luring top tal-
ent. “If you as a company want to
stand out among your peers as
the company that provides mem-
orable experiences, this can be a
handy retention tool,” Ferroni of
JLL says.

But the most important part of
these newfangled retreats, Shei-
vachman says, is still the old-fash-
ioned idea of just trying to get ev-
eryone on the same page. “When

you spend a week with your co-
workers non-stop, there’s this
team-building aspect, you find
commonalities with people you
didn’t know you had and you de-
velop the whole ‘We’re a family’
thing. Your mileage may vary on
that, but when you think about
the potential rewards in produc-
tivity, it’s really not that expen-
sive.”

Special to The Globe and Mail

Roam provides co-living/co-working sites for remote individuals and teams in places such as Bali, above, San Francisco, London, Miami and Tokyo. CHRISTOPHER WISE/THE GLOBE AND MAIL 

Work hard, play harder
on corporate retreats 
Instagram-worthy options for staff skill-building getaways
are fanning out across the globe, combining true vacation-like 
atmospheres in stunning destinations with the chance
for employees to connect through meaningful shared experiences 

SARAH TRELEAVEN 

Bruno Haid, co-founder of Roam, says his aim is to accommodate 
a more cohesive group dynamic through a process that doesn’t feel
overwhelming, such as communal patio meetings in Miami, top, and a
shared living room in San Francisco, second from top. Outsite, another
retreat company, offers fully equipped workspaces in 14 locations,
including Bali, third from top, and San Diego, above. 
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Sandals & Beaches® Resorts locations throughout the Caribbean.

GREATEXUMA

Flight service available
from Canada

Sandals® EmeraldBay
Golf Course at Sandals Emerald
Bay, a GregNorman-designed
championship golf course in
Great Exuma, Bahamas

There are few places as idyllic as the Exumas, and no
other resorts as luxurious asSandals EmeraldBay.With
a thousandshadesofbluesurroundinga lush landscape,
this tropical utopia is made for water and land sport
enthusiasts alike. Golfers enjoy challenging greens*
with attention-grabbing views on a Greg Norman-
designed 18-hole championship course recognized as
one of the Caribbean’s best by theWorld Golf Awards.
The course also serves as host site to the Bahamas
Great Exuma Classic, the season opener on the Web.
com Tour—the path to the PGA TOUR. And everyone
at this casually sophisticated retreat, set along amile-

long stretch of unspoiled beachfront, is lavished with
every amenity and luxury. Six-star beachfront suites
and villas—all Club or Butler Level—are designed for
romance. Savour 5-Star Global Gourmet™ dining at
11 extraordinary restaurants, and indulge in endless
pours of premium spirits at six bars. Land and water
sports, including daily scuba diving for certified divers,
make every day a new adventure. Bask beneath a
sun-drenched sky and relish the cool tranquility of
two dazzling pools, each just steps from the sea.
Best of all, it’s all included—including tips, taxes and
Sandals transfers*—at the Bahamas’ ultimate resort.
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WINE ROUTES OF PORTUGAL
History • Luxury • Romance

Flights + Hotels + Car + 3 Tours
2 Weeks $3998

LISBON – COIMBRA – PORTO
Multi City Discovery

Flights + Hotels + Trains + 4 Tours
2 Weeks $3298

PORTUGAL EXPLORER
Tailor-Made Fly&Drive
Flights + Hotels + Car

2 Weeks $2998 3 Weeks $3998

POUSADAS OF PORTUGAL
Tailor-Made Luxury Fly&Drive

Flights + Hotels + Car
2 Weeks $3498

AZORES EXPLORER
Multi Island Fly&Drive
Flights + Hotels + Cars

2 Weeks $3298
IBERIAN EXPLORER
Portugal • Spain Fly&Drive

Flights + Hotels + Car
2 Weeks $3298 3 Weeks $4498

PRICES PER PERSON BASED ON DOUBLE FROM TORONTO; OTHER GATEWAYS AVAILABLE.
163 HISTORIC MAIN STREET SOUTH, NEWMARKET, ONTARIO TICO 50014161

 416.840.3448 europatravel.ca 1.866.870.1377

Limited Time Offer.Advertised prices are “starting price”, in CAD, per person based on double occupancy. New bookings only and may not be combinable with other offers and discounts.
Government taxes & fees included. *With Roundtrip Air from Toronto. Low air add-on available for other gateways. Some airline-imposed personal charges, including but not limited to
baggage, priority boarding, and special seating, may apply. **Savings are per couple, against market rates & included in advertised fares. Free Prepaid Gratuities for 1st & 2nd guests in
a stateroom (Valued up to $1,850 CAD/stateroom based on length of voyage and stateroom category). Shipboard Credit values are per couple; amount based on stateroom category.
‡ Travel Insurance (Trip Cancellation & Trip Interruption) is group insurance arranged by Cruise Connections and provided by Travel Guard (AIG). The cost of the insurance is included
in the price of the cruise, and the price cannot be reduced for those who do not qualify. Travel Insurance included is not available to residents of Quebec, Washington State and New
York State, USA. Medical Coverage is available at additional cost. Cruise line reserves the right to charge a fuel supplement without prior notice, including on fully paid bookings. All
complimentary tours and tour inclusions including the Land tour Program are subject to change. All offers, rates & sailings subject to change & availability at time of booking. Promotion is
capacity controlled and may be pulled out at any time without prior notice. Certain restrictions apply. Cruise Connections reserves the right to correct errors & omissions. BPCPA #28364

2014-2018

South America Grand Adventure - Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Peru, Costa Rica &Mexico
Ft. Lauderdale to Los Angeles
49-Day Cruise + 1 Nt Hotel | Feb 2, 2019

FROM

$9,499CAD
AIR, TAXES & FEES INCL.

FREEAir* & Transfers

FREE Prepaid Gratuities (Value up to $1,850/cabin)

FREE 1-NT Pre-Cruise Hotel

UP TO 5 FREETOURS (Value up to $2,000/cabin)
- Inside gets 1 Free Tour at Montevideo
- Balcony gets 4 Free Tours at Rio, Montevideo, Santiago, Puntarenas
-Mini Suite gets 5 Free Tours at Rio, Buenos Aires, Montevideo,
Santiago, Puntarenas

FREEBrazil Visa Service & Fee (Value at $180/cabin)

UP TO $2,000USD Shipboard Credit**
- $400 Inside, $750 Balcony, $2,000Mini Suite

Travel Insurance Included‡

SAVE UP TO $12,800 **

BOOK NOW!

1-866-636-WAVE
www.cruise-connections.com

Guaranteed Lowest Price
+

+Visit our website for more details

Argentina, Chile, Peru, Costa Rica, Nicaragua,Mexico
Buenos Aires to Los Angeles
30-Day Cruise | Feb 21, 2019

FREEAir* & Transfers
FREE Prepaid Gratuities (Value up to $1,130/cabin)
3 FREETOURS (ForMini Suite, value up to $1,200/cabin)
- Mini Suite gets 3 Free Tours at Santiago, Puntarenas, Nicaragua

$1,000USD Shipboard Credit** (ForMini Suite)

Travel Insurance Included‡

FROM

$6,009CAD
AIR, TAXES & FEES INCL.

2 DAYS LEFT! ENDS MAY 31
ONLY 10 STATEROOMS LEFT. SAVE UP TO $12,800**

Hawaii, Tahiti & New Zealand
Los Angeles to Auckland
20-Day Cruise + 2-Nt Hotel | Sep 23, 2018

FREE Air* & Post-Cruise Transfers

FREE 2 NT Post-Cruise Hotel in Auckland
(Value up to $700/cabin)

Overnight in Tahiti

FREE Prepaid Gratuities
(Value up to $725/cabin)

Travel Insurance Included‡

No Age Restriction Pre-Existing Condition Waived No Medical Questionnaire

FROM

$4,229CAD
AIR, TAXES & FEES INCL.

1245 West Broadway, Suite 102
Vancouver, BC Canada  V6H 1G7

T: (604) 872-8787; F: (604) 873-2823
Toll-free: 1-800-663-1126

100 Sheppard Ave. E., Suite 780
Toronto, ON Canada M2N 6N5

T: (416) 979-8993; F: (416) 979-8220
Toll-free: 1-800-387-6622

www.canadacts.com
info@canadacts.com

Your “One-Stop Shopping Travel Agency”
to China for tour, air, visa, hotel, trade show and more…

China Travel Service (Canada) Inc.
“CTS – Opening China to the World since 1928!”

TICO registration n°s.:
4212239 (wholesale) • 4212221 (retailer)
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F
or many of us, the term
“processed food” conjures
up images of the kinds of

things you’re likely to find on the
shelf at your local 7-Eleven: sad
microwaved burritos, novelty-
sized “extreme” energy drinks
and cream-filled cakes with a
seemingly infinite shelf life.
Foods, in other words, whose in-
gredient lists are as impenetrable
as a chemistry formula or the
iTunes Terms of Service Agree-
ment. 

The problem with this associ-
ation, Nicola Temple argues in
her smart, informative book Best
Before: The Evolution and Future of
Processed Food, is that nearly ev-
erything we eat – even the most
seemingly natural and whole-
some foods in our kitchens – has
been processed in one way or an-
other. If it’s been cut, ground,
mixed, heated, cooled, dried, fer-
mented or packaged in any way,
Temple points out, it’s technically
a processed food.

Best Before, then, is a work of
popular science that seeks to up-
end many of our assumptions
about processed food. It does this
by providing detailed and some-
times highly technical explora-
tions of the ways in which food-
processing technologies have
evolved over time and, in the
process, have often changed the
course of human history (think
refrigeration). Temple’s goal is to
demystify the science of food
processing so readers might be-

come “discerning consumers
who can identify when innova-
tive ideas might benefit society
and our planet, and when they
purely benefit company profits.” 

At its best, Temple’s book pro-
vides a wide-ranging and enter-
taining tour through the history
and science of some of the most
important food-processing meth-
ods developed by humans since
we first started cooking with fire
more than a million years ago.

The chapter on cheese, for in-
stance, takes us from our ances-
tors accidentally discovering how
to make cheese by storing milk in
an animal skin sack nearly 10,000
years ago all the way up to the in-
vention of Kraft Singles and “piz-
za cheese” – a product that, de-

spite its name, isn’t actually
cheese at all. The chapter on
bread similarly takes us back to
when the first evidence of cereals
being processed and baked
shows up in the archeological re-
cord, more than 20,000 years ago,
through the rise of the quasi-ed-
ible gluten-free breads that now
seem to take up so much grocery
store real estate.

More than just historical nar-
rative and anecdote, though,
each chapter attempts to tackle a
number of what Temple sees as
pressing contemporary ques-
tions. The bread chapter, for in-
stance, provides a deft and nu-
anced examination of whether
there really is a rise in gluten al-
lergies because of modern food-

processing methods by walking
the reader through the science of
celiac disease and gluten diges-
tion. 

Similarly, Temple’s analysis of
whether the next frontier in food
technology – namely, nanotech
food additives (particles so tiny
their high surface-area-to-vol-
ume ratio makes them more re-
active even in small quantities) –
is actually safe for humans pro-
vides an impressively detailed
and even-handed account that
doesn’t shy away from decidedly
technical discussions. 

To Temple’s credit, the answers
to these kinds of questions are
ambiguous and uncertain be-
cause they reflect the reality of
modern scientific research: There
are no easy answers, and, as with
scientists themselves, Temple
makes a strong case that consum-
ers need to become better at em-
bracing uncertainty and com-
plexity when assessing the rela-
tive risk of our food choices.

The problem for the reader is
that even after 272 pages, Best Be-
fore feels as though it opens up as
many questions as it answers. In
fairness, Temple acknowledges a
number of areas where her book
is lacking. At one point, she even
recommends you read Michael
Moss’s Salt Sugar Fat if you want
to understand the ways in which
the food industry uses technolo-
gy to hook consumers on un-
healthy processed foods. But
even in the areas Temple does
cover, it’s clear that the average
reader will likely never be educat-
ed enough to get the complete
story without doing a lot of addi-
tional research. In her discussion
of food additives, after all, Temple
admits that “discerning the good

and bad additives on any ingre-
dient list … requires nothing
short of a chemistry degree.” 

These aren’t huge problems in
themselves. After all, no book ex-
amining such a massive topic
could ever hope to be truly ex-
haustive. What is problematic,
though, is when the reality of this
complexity runs up against Tem-
ple’s oft-repeated main argument
that knowledgeable consumers
can help “create the food future
we envision through our pur-
chasing decisions.” 

The fact that the very food-
processing technologies examin-
ed by Temple have helped to cre-
ate an enormously complex glob-
al food system that sees even the
most perishable items travelling
thousands of kilometres from
field to fork makes this ideal of
the consumer capable of chang-
ing the world through their pur-
chasing habits seem like a du-
bious proposition. Most consum-
ers have little way of knowing
how, where and under what con-
ditions their food was produced.
And while some consumers have
attempted to address this gap by
paying a huge premium for orga-
nic, local or fair-trade-certified
foods, this clearly isn’t the solu-
tion.

Temple’s book, then, may be
an informative and enjoyable
read, over all, but her self-de-
scribed “pragmatic” prescription
for our collective food future un-
fortunately comes across as a bit
half-baked.

Ian Mosby is a historian of food,
health and colonialism and the
author of Food Will Win the War:
The Politics, Culture and Science of
Food on Canada’s Home Front.

A smart, but undercooked, read about what we eat 
Nicola Temple’s 
Best Before is a work 
of popular science that
seeks to upend many 
of our assumptions
about processed food

IAN MOSBY 

BOOK REVIEW

Best Before: The Evolution
and Future of Processed Food
BY NICOLA TEMPLE,  
BLOOMSBURY SIGMA, 
272 PAGES

Nicola Temple, author of 
Best Before: The Evolution 
and Future of Processed Food,
argues in her book that everything
we eat has been processed in one
way or another – even the most
seemingly natural and wholesome
foods in our kitchens.
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R
ates of sexually transmitted
infections are continuing to
rise across Canada, say pub-

lic-health experts, who point to a
number of possible reasons for
the uptick in cases of gonorrhea,
chlamydia and syphilis.

“In general, all the sexually
transmitted infections have been
increasing in the last 20 years,”
said Dr. Jason Wong, a physician
epidemiologist at the BC Centre
for Disease Control (BCCDC), who
tracks cases of sexually transmit-
ted infections, or STIs.

The growth of dating apps is
one suspected culprit, although
no studies have been conducted
to prove a link between online
hookups and the spread of STIs,
Wong said.

“But logically, it’s easier to find
sex and easier to find anonymous
sex than it was before, which
makes it harder for public health
to track outbreaks when you
don’t know who’s the contact for
people that may have been ex-
posed,” he said.

“The technology certainly
serves to be a quicker interface to
connecting with sexual partners.”

Wong also said more people ap-
pear to be having condomless sex,
including those in the gay com-
munity, who once were at the van-
guard of safe-sex campaigns in re-
sponse to the HIV-AIDS epidemic.

“But with HIV treatment being
really so effective now that it’s es-
sentially a chronic disease, the
concern around contracting HIV
has really decreased a lot and that
potentially is diving the reduction
in condom use,” he said.

Last year, the province record-
ed 3,295 cases of gonorrhea, a dip
from the roughly 3,700 a year ear-

lier, but a major jump from 2012,
when only 1,400 cases were re-
ported.

On the other side of the coun-
try, Nova Scotia has also noticed a
steady rise in gonorrhea and chla-
mydia cases since 2016, primarily
in the Halifax area, said Dr. Trevor
Arnason, regional medical officer
of health for the central zone,
which includes the provincial
capital.

“In 2018, we are seeing slightly
more than double the number of
case reports than we’d expect
based on the three previous years
of data for the province,” he said.
“Normally, we would expect
around 50 cases reported by the
end of April, and there were over
100 reported cases across the
province.”

About 85 per cent of those were
recorded in and around Halifax.

There’s been a slow increase in
cases of chlamydia in Nova Scotia
since 2007, although no rapid
jump in the number of infections

as seen with gonorrhea, Arnaso
said, noting that syphilis cases
have been declining since 2013,
following an outbreak among
men who have sex with men in
2009.

Along with reduced condom
use, Arnason said there’s a con-
cern about the increasing number
of people engaging in sex with
multiple partners, possibly facili-
tated by social-networking sites
and dating apps.

“We know the vast majority of
our cases are diagnosed in the un-
der-30 age group and many of
them are diagnosed at university
or college sexual-health clinics,”
he said on Monday from Halifax,
which is home to several post-sec-
ondary institutions.

With young girls and many
boys in Canada being vaccinated
against human papillomavirus – a
major cause of cervical cancer –
and changes to guidelines advi-
singlower-risk women be tested
less often for that malignancy

than previously recommended,
there is likely less screening for
gonorrhea and chlamydia, Arna-
son said. Such STI testing was of-
ten performed at the same time as
a Pap smear.

“Again, we don’t have any cer-
tainty, but there is concern that
people are not getting tested as
frequently and that is driving a
long-term trend of increased
transmission.”

Nationally, statistics confirm
bacterial STIs are on an upward
trajectory in jurisdictions across
the country. Alberta, for example,
recorded 4,763 cases of gonorrhea
in 2017, up from about 3,700 the
previous year.

In 2015, the latest year for which
national figures are available,
there were almost 116,500 cases of
chlamydia, the most commonly
reported STI in Canada, with fe-
males accounting for two-thirds
of infections, the Public Health
Agency of Canada (PHAC) says.
Between 2010 and 2015, chlamydia

rates increased by almost 17 per
cent.

Gonorrhea is the second most
commonly reported STI in the
country. About 19,845 cases were
recorded in 2015, a jump of more
than 65 per cent from 2010. Males
had higher rates than females,
with the highest number of cases
among those aged 15 to 29, PHAC
says.

From 2010 to 2015, the rate of in-
fectious syphilis in Canada in-
creased by almost 86 per cent. In
2015, a total of 3,321 cases were re-
ported, with nearly 94 per cent oc-
curring among males; those aged
20 to 39 had the highest rates and
men who have sex with men were
among those at most risk.

While the three STIs can be suc-
cessfully cured with antibiotics,
untreated chlamydia and gonor-
rhea can lead to pelvic inflamma-
tory disease in females, affecting
fertility. Untreated, syphilis can
cause damage to the brain, nerv-
es, eyes, cardiovascular system,
bones and joints. In extreme
cases, it can be fatal.

And when it comes to gonor-
rhea, Wong of the BCCDC said
doctors are keeping an eye out for
a rare strain of the bacterium
that’s become resistant to one of
the standard antibiotics long used
to treat the disease, which turned
up in a Quebec woman last year –
the first such case in North Amer-
ica. 

About a half-dozen cases have
been reported worldwide, nota-
bly in Japan and elsewhere in Asia.

The Quebec woman had not
travelled to Asia, but her boy-
friend had been in Thailand and
China and had unprotected sex in
both countries, researchers re-
ported.

As a result, Wong said public-
health officials are closely moni-
toring gonorrhea cases “because
we do have some concerns that
our treatments are not going to be
effective anymore.”

Prevention is key, he said,
stressing that condom use is
among the best ways to protect
against infection.

THE CANADIAN PRESS

Health experts warn STIs are on the rise in Canada
Some suspect increase
in cases of gonorrhea,
chlamydia and syphilis
may be attributed 
to the popularity 
of dating apps

SHERYL UBELACKER TORONTO

Public-health experts have seen an increase in reported cases of sexually transmitted infections, possibly
linked to reduced condom use and a rise in people engaging in sex with multiple partners, which may be
facilitated by social-networking sites and dating apps. BEHROUZ MEHRI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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W
hen my plane descended into Toronto
Pearson International Airport, I, as a
newcomer, looked out the window
awestruck by zillions of bright lights. It

seemed that all the stars had fallen from the night
sky. I could not have imagined that one day this
“galaxy” would become my second home.

Now, nearly 30 years later, I work as an oper-
ational support representative at Pearson, the
largest and busiest airport in Canada. I am one of
the faces of Toronto that welcomes millions of air
travellers from all over the world who speak doz-
ens of languages: Toronto Pearson is called an in-
ternational airport for a reason.

Each morning, it’s a long walk through the air-
port to my post, but my shift starts before I even
arrive. On the third floor, at Departures Hall, peo-
ple stop me to ask where to check in, what the aisle
number is for their airline, where to drop off over-
sized baggage and so on. When my shift is over, I
continue to answer the same questions on the walk
back. Don’t get me wrong; I don’t mind helping
people. I actually enjoy it, just like all the volun-
teers who make up Toronto Pearson’s
Welcome Team. 

My regular post is helping passen-
gers through “In Transit Pre-Clear-
ance” at Terminal 1. My colleagues
and I often have a large room full of
connecting passengers, who have just
arrived from cities such as Sao Paulo;
after a 10- to 15-hour non-stop flight,
they are tired and hungry. They need
coffee, breakfast and a lounge instead
of confusion as they wait for their
checked baggage to be processed by
customs. 

Emotions can run high here and
the room is like a pressure cooker, es-
pecially when it is time for passengers
to board their next flight to the Unit-
ed States. Of course, they don’t want
to miss their connections. Our job is to keep pas-
sengers calm and informed. Eventually, their lug-
gage is cleared and one by one they proceed to U.S.
Customs and Border Protection and then to their
departure gates. The room becomes empty again
and before the next wave of passengers come in,
you can do gymnastics or perform rap, if you wish.

Passengers with connecting flights are usually in
a hurry. They are stressed out. The irony is this: A
lot of them are travelling for pleasure and going to
places such as Palm Springs, West Palm Beach and
Honolulu. But look at them: They are out of breath
and sweating, even in a Canadian winter. Some
rant, some are even in tears. They don’t seem to be
having any fun at all; this is when it is time for
empathy. We put ourselves in our customers’ shoes
and help them as much as we can. But when a
plane is leaving in 15 minutes and the door is clos-
ing, what else can we suggest but: “Run like Usain

Bolt!” A few times, I have ran with passengers to
their boarding gate. It is a race against time. Rossi-
ni’s William Tell Overture should be played. 

Every day, the welcome team quickly finds in-
formation for passengers on the flight-schedule
screen: the gate number, departure time or the
flight status. We assist passengers with kiosk ma-
chines and electronic visa applications and act as
interpreters. Sometimes we even get a thank-you
hug. If we see the elderly trying to catch their
planes but walking at a snail’s pace, we find a
wheelchair for them promptly.

Since passengers are just passing through, our
interactions are brief. I say “Bom dia” to Brazilians
and “Hola” to Chileans. A simple greeting in their
mother tongue can guarantee a smile from a total
stranger and a weary traveller. Once, I pointed out
snow on the glass ceiling to a young man from
Bogota, who had never seen snow before. He want-
ed to go out and jump in it. 

A young woman, who was on her way to visit
her family in Johannesburg, told me she was ex-
pecting. I offered my congratulations and good

luck. 
I often share a 108-year-old Sas-

katchewan man’s secret of a long,
happy life (“Pick a good wife”) with
elderly couples. They chuckle. Usual-
ly, the wives laugh louder. I ask the
older couples, married for decades,
the secret of their long marriage.
Their answer is always the same: tol-
erance! 

I expressed my condolence to a
man on his way to his sister’s funeral
in Baltimore, Md. I asked a couple
from Deer Lake, Nfld., if they actually
saw a lake and deer. “I can see a lake
from my house,” the man replied. Be-
sides deer, they saw moose, too. An-
other Newfoundlander from St.
John’s said he could see an ocean

from his lawn and showed me the photos. One
cheerful and colourful lady from Aruba told me
that her name meant “water of life” and that she
had written a book. 

To all, I wish a pleasant trip, to groups off for a
family wedding in Singapore, to seniors travelling
to Fort Lauderdale for their Caribbean cruise, to
children off to Disney World in Orlando … the air-
port is not a dull place. All kinds of human emo-
tions are on display: sad (tearful goodbyes), happy
(family reunions), anxious (having a tight connec-
tion), agitated (waiting in a long line) and upset
(missing a flight). Sometimes I think: No matter
where we come from, what colour our eyes, hair
and skin, we are all the same. We all belong to one
human race. To me, Pearson Airport is simply a
bustling global village. I feel very much at home.

Gu Zhenzhen lives in Toronto.

FROM A 
TO YYZ

ILLUSTRATION BY WENTING LI

I am a face of Toronto that helps welcome 
millions of air travellers, Gu Zhenzhen writes 
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To all, I wish a
pleasant trip, to
groups off for a

family wedding in
Singapore, to seniors

travelling to Fort
Lauderdale for their
Caribbean cruise, to

children off to Disney
World in Orlando …
the airport is not a

dull place.
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‘Y
ou say that you’re leav-
ing. Well, that comes as
no surprise.”

Last year’s cross-country tour
wasn’t Greg Keelor’s first rodeo,
but it may be his last. He says
that Blue Rodeo, the beloved
country-rock band he co-fronts
with Jim Cuddy, will never tour
again.

“I don’t think I can do it any
more,” Keelor told The Globe
and Mail this week. “The night
after night after night, I just go
crazy.”

The 2017 tour was in support
of the veteran band’s 14th studio
album, 1000 Arms. It involved 30
shows in 23 cities, from Vancouv-
er to Moncton. By the end of it,
the 63-year-old Keelor was a
“mess,” in his words. 

“Touring is pretty tortuous for
me,” Keelor says. “My head has a
hard time with the volume and
the travel. My brain turns against
me and it gets very neurotic. It’s
not pleasant at all.”

That said, Blue Rodeo is not
retiring, or even pulling itself off
the road entirely. The band,
which released its first album in
1987, and which was inducted in-
to the Canadian Music Hall of
Fame in 2012, has 10 coming sum-
mer appearances listed on its
website. 

According to Keelor, who suf-
fers from inner-ear problems,
Blue Rodeo concerts will be lim-
ited to “one-offs and trips.”

Keelor’s comments come on
the heels of the news that Huey
Lewis, the 67-year-old I Want a
New Drug rocker, was suffering
from Meniere’s disease and
would need to cancel all of his
2018 tour dates. 

“I can’t hear music well
enough to sing,” Lewis said in a
statement released last month.
“The lower frequencies distort
violently, making it impossible
to find pitch.”

Earlier this year, Neil Diamond
retired from touring after he was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Paul Simon is currently on
what he has said will be his final
tour; and Elton John’s massive,
multiyear Farewell Yellow Brick
Road curtain call is set to com-
mence in Allentown, Pa., on
Sept. 8.

Keelor’s recently released solo
EP Last Winter was recorded as a
therapeutic response to the
physical and psychic trauma
caused by the Blue Rodeo tour.
“The songs are quiet – dream-
scapes, really,” he says.

“Music is the salve that heals.”
There are no plans for Keelor

to tour solo in support of the
meditative four-song release.
Blue Rodeo’s next concert is in
Sunderland, Ont., on June 8.

Blue Rodeo’s
Greg Keelor
signals
a music
slowdown

BRAD WHEELER 

I don’t think I can do it any
more. The night after night
after night, I just go crazy. 

GREG KEELOR
MEMBER OF BLUE RODEO 
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BRIDGE 
BY STEVE BECKER

When Sylvia fi rst started to 
play at the club, she followed 
the practice pursued by most 
beginners of trumping dum-
my’s losers in her hand – even 
though it was seldom pos-
sible to gain any tricks by these 
maneuvers.

And so it was in this deal, 
where West led a heart against 
fi ve spades doubled. After 
winning with dummy’s ace, 
Sylvia promptly ruffed the 
deuce of hearts in her hand. 
By itself, this did not produce 
an extra trump trick for her 
– she had seven trump tricks 
with or without the ruff – but it 

gave Sylvia a feeling of supreme 
power to win a trick with a 
deuce.

After drawing two rounds of 
trump, she played the A-3 of dia-
monds. West took the king and 
returned the jack to dummy’s 
queen, on which Sylvia discard-
ed a club.

Then, pursuing her policy of 
ruffi ng losers, Sylvia led dum-
my’s last diamond and trumped 
it – with a club! She promptly 
apologized to her partner for 
this inadvertence, and did it so 
profusely that West, in a sporting 
gesture, offered to let her with-
draw the club and substitute a 

trump instead.
But Sylvia, always a stickler 

for the rules, insisted on letting 
the trick stand. So West won the 
diamond with the nine and un-
happily found himself forced to 
lead a heart or a diamond. This 
in turn permitted Sylvia to ruff 
in dummy as she discarded the 
last club from her hand, so she 
wound up making fi ve spades 
doubled!

Of course, had she actually 
ruffed dummy’s last diamond, 
she inevitably would have lost 
two club tricks to East and gone 
down one.

East dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

The bidding: 

East South West North
1 [C] 2 [S] 3 [H] 3 [S]
4 [H] 4 [S] 5 [H] Pass
Pass 5 [S] Dble
Opening Lead – king of hearts.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30, 2018

Each row and each
column must contain
the numbers 1 through
6 without repeating.

The numbers within
the heavily outlined
boxes, called cages,
must combine using
the given operation (in
any order) to produce
the target numbers in
the top-left corners.

Freebies: Fill in
single-box cages with
the numbers in the
top-left corner.

3.

2.

INSTRUCTIONS

1.
CRYPTIC CLUES QUICK CLUES

ACROSS
 1 Unmask (6)
 4 Title of U.S. lunar spacecraft (6)
 9 Large North American deer (7)
 10 Had (5)
 11 A measured throb (5)
 12 Passivity (7)
 13 Science of flight (11)
 18 Become a sailor (2,2,3)
 20 Australian marsupial (5)
 22 Oil-bearing fruit (5)
 23 Place apart (7)
 24 Dull (6)
 25 Bring about (6)

DOWN
 1 Getaway (6)
 2 Hazard (5)
 3 Below freezing (7)
 5 Lying flat (5)
 6 Insane (7)
 7 Severe trial (6)
 8 First man in space (4,7)
 14 Weave together (7)
 15 Become airborne (4,3)
 16 Ancient (3-3)
 17 Warning (6)
 19 Absolute (5)
 21 Conscious (5)

ACROSS
 1 Mountain retreat needs 

freezer for fish (6)
 4 Legally it’s for them to 

decide what kings have (6)
 9 I’m holding a number 

said to be corrupt (7)
 10 Even turned back, 

it’s the same (5)
 11 Girl in scholarly dialogue (5)
 12 Steals the child while 

it sleeps? (7)
 13 Those put on it may give 

firm orders in writing (7,4)
 18 Salt and ice combination 

extensively used (7)
 20 Silly things, but 

capital savers (5)
 22 Acted strangely for a 

service trainee (5)
 23 A warning to those who 

are too introspective (4,3)
 24 Hemingway or Sterne, 

perhaps (6)
 25 Eat lightly, say (6)

DOWN
 1 His pal makes bottles (6)
 2 Directed me to help out (5)
 3 Dock or rail cut reviewed (7)
 5 Looked old, for example, 

when confused (5)
 6 Arranged several 

displays (7)
 7 Excitement created by 

astronaut’s comedown (6)
 8 Royal music-lover, smoker 

and drinker (3,4,4)
 14 Hold converse (7)
 15 Chicken and port (7)
 16 Successful bid to 

make secure (6)
 17 Small group involved 

in PE test (6)
 19 Roman emperor gave 

America the bird early on (5)
 21 Run away, knowing father 

won’t give her away (5)

Solutions to today's Sudoku and Kenken can be found in the Life & Arts content 
area of the A section. Crossword solutions will be with tomorrow's puzzles.

CHALLENGE CROSSWORD

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22 23

24 25

ACROSS: 1 Praised, 5 Vowel, 8 Unequivocally, 9 Drive, 10 Ill will, 11 Keeper, 
12 Seemly, 15 Earshot, 17 Evict, 19 Craftsmanship, 20 Patch, 21 Ellipse. 
DOWN: 1 Pound, 2 Amelia Earhart, 3 Squeeze, 4 Devoid, 5 Vocal, 6 William Bishop, 
7 Loyalty, 11 Kneecap, 13 Eternal, 14 Stymie, 16 Hutch, 18 Topee. 

ACROSS: 1 Sticker, 5 Tulip, 8 On the face of it, 9 Seers, 10 Outrage, 11 Chains, 
12 Proton, 15 Prepare, 17 Field, 19 Two-edged sword, 20 Lotus, 21 Dilates. 
DOWN: 1 Stops, 2 In the same boat, 3 Keeps on, 4 Reason, 5 Theft, 6 Left at the post, 
7 Pattern, 11 Capital, 13 Refusal, 14 Defend, 16 Andes, 18 Dudes. 

YESTERDAY'S CRYPTIC

YESTERDAY'S QUICK

©2018 KENKEN Puzzle LLC. KENKEN is a registered trademark of Nextoy, LLC. Dist. by Andrews McMeel 
www.kenken.com

KENKEN

SUDOKU DIFFICULTY RATING:HHHII

INSTRUCTIONS Fill in the grid so that each row of nine squares, each column of nine
and each section of nine (three squares by three) contains the numbers 1 through 9
in any order. There is only one solution to each puzzle.

LOCAL FORECAST AND ALMANAC

Daytime high, overnight low, and conditions

C CLOUDY
FG FOG
FR FREEZING RAIN
HZ HAZE
NA NOT AVIALABLE
PC PARTLY CLOUDY
R RAIN

RS RAIN/SNOW
S SUN
SN SNOW
SF SNOW FLURRIES
SH SHOWERS
T THUNDERSTORMS
W WINDY
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20/19R

31/23T

23/16T

28/18S

15/11PC

23/19R

29/22T

22/16PC

22/18S

37/23PC

21/16T

30/26T

23/16R

24/15PC

24/14PC

14/8PC

44/31S

24/20T

31/23T

23/14PC

27/17S

18/12S

24/17PC

31/22T

Sunny with 
cloudy periods, 

Feels like 30. 
Winds E 17 

km/h.

Chance of 
thundershowers 
(POP 70%), Feels 
like 32. Winds S 

17 km/h.

Chance of 
thundershowers 
(POP 60%), Feels 

like 31. Winds 
SW 16 km/h.

Cloudy with 
showers (POP 
40%). Winds N 

21 km/h.

Variable 
cloudiness.
Winds E 20 

km/h.

Mainly cloudy. 
Winds light.

Sunny during 
the day. Isolated 

showers (POP 
60%) overnight.

TOMORROW 26/18 FRIDAY 25/15 SATURDAY 20/15 SUNDAY 19/14 MONDAY 22/14 TUESDAY 23/14

TODAY THUR. FRI. TODAY THUR. FRI.

TODAY THUR. FRI.

TODAY THUR. FRI.

BRAMPTON: 4 MOD. RISK
BURLINGTON: 4 MOD. RISK
MISSISSAUGA 4 MOD. RISK
NEWMARKET 4 MOD. RISK
OAKVILLE: 4 MOD. RISK
OSHAWA: 4 MOD. RISK
OTTAWA: 4 MOD. RISK
TORONTO: 4 MOD. RISK
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Today ’s  forecast
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Wise customers read the fine print: ◊, Ω, **, Month of the Ram offers are limited time offers which apply to retail deliveries of selected in-stock new and unused models purchased/leased from participating dealers between May 1 and 31, 2018. Offers

subject to change and may be extended or changed without notice. Financing and lease offers available to qualified customers on approved credit. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Dealer may sell for less. ◊$18,000 in Cash Discounts is offered on

2018 Ram 1500 Longhorn Crew Cab 4x4 models and is based on 25% of the MSRP value. ΩFinance Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash and 1% Rate Reduction are available to eligible customers on retail purchase or finance contracts of select 2017, 2018 and 2019

Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram or FIAT models at participating retailers from May 11-31, 2018 inclusive. Pull-Ahead Bonus Cash will be deducted from the negotiated price after taxes. 1% Rate Reduction applies on approved credit to qualifying subvented financing

transactions through RBC, SCA, TD Auto Finance & Scotiabank and cannot be used to reduce the final interest rate below 0%. Eligible customers include all original and current owners of a Chrysler, Jeep, Dodge, Ram or FIAT model with an eligible standard/

subvented finance or lease contract maturing after January 1, 2018. Trade-in not required. See dealer for eligible vehicles. **25% off MSRP discount available to retail customers on the purchase/lease of select 2018 Ram 1500 models at all participating

dealers from May 1 to 31, 2018. Discounts are calculated based on MSRP plus options, freight, A/C and tire charge, and will be deducted from the negotiated price before taxes. TMThe SiriusXM logo is a registered trademark of SiriusXM Satellite Radio Inc.

RAMTRUCKOFFERS.CA
Your local dealer may charge additional fees for administration/pre-delivery that can range from $0 to $1,098 and anti-theft/safety products that can range from $0 to $1,298. Charges may vary by dealer.

$18,000
IN CASH DISCOUNTS

◊

ATTENTION
CHRYSLER, DODGE, JEEP AND RAM OWNERS
WITH AN EXISTING FINANCE OR LEASE AGREEMENT

1% FINANCE RATE REDUCTION
ON SELECT MODELS

25%OFF MSRP**

ON SELECT 2018 RAM 1500 MODELS

PLUS

+

PULL-AHEAD
BONUS CASHΩ$1,000

GET UP TO

THIS IS AN UNBEATABLE OPPORTUNITY TO UPGRADE TO A NEW
VEHICLE MUCH SOONER THAN YOU’D THINK

FOR A MONTHLY PAYMENT SIMILAR TO OR LESS
THAN THE ONE YOU HAVE RIGHT NOW

HURRY! OFFER EXPIRES MAY 31ST


	GLB-WED-30052018-A001-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A002-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A003-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A004-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A005-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A006-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A007-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A008-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A009-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A010-C-GTA-001_x_DTL
	GLB-WED-30052018-A011-C-GTA-001_x_DTR
	GLB-WED-30052018-A012-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A013-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A014-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A015-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A016-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A017-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A018-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A019-C-GTA-001_x
	GLB-WED-30052018-A020-C-GTA-001_x

